
 
 
 
 

��� ����� ���	
�
�	�
���	���

������� �
 



Page 2 of 55 
2017-18 MAC Basketball Preview 
Brad Mathews / Midampub LLC 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  
 

MAC Returning Statistical Leaders         3 
Pre-Season All Conference Selections        4 
MAC Predicted standings          5 
Pre-Season Top 25           6 
Pre-Season All American Team         6 
 

PREVIEWS 
 

EAST   

 

Buffalo Bulls  7-10 

 
Kent State Golden Flashes 11-14 

 

Ohio Bobcats  15-18 

 
Bowling Green Falcons  19-22 

 

Akron Zips   23-26 

 
Miami (OH) University RedHawks  27-30 

WEST   

 
Western Michigan Broncos 31-34 

 

Ball State Cardinals 35-38 

 
Toledo Rockets 39-42 

 
Eastern Michigan Eagles 43-46 

 

Northern Illinois Huskies 47-51 

 
Central Michigan Chippewas 52-55 
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MAC RETURNING STATISTICAL LEADERS  
 
Scoring  Team Average  
Thomas Wilder Western Michigan 19.3 
Jaylin Walker Kent State 15.6 
Tayler Persons Ball State 15.5 
James Thompson Eastern Michigan 14.8 
C.J. Massinburg Buffalo 14.5 
 
Rebounding  
James Thompson IV Eastern Michigan 11.2 
Trey Moses Ball State 8.3 
Demajeo Wiggins Bowling Green 7.8 
Nick Perkins Buffalo 6.7 
Jason Carter Ohio 6.5 
 
Assists  
Tayler Persons Ball State 4.9 
Tim Bond Eastern Michigan 4.0 
Thomas Wilder Western Michigan 3.8 
Jaelan Sanford Toledo 3.1 
C.J. Massinburg Buffalo 2.8 
 
FG % 
James Thompson IV Eastern Michigan .574 
Trey Moses Ball State .561 
Logan McLane Miami(OH) .533 
Jimond Ivey Akron .523 
Brandon Johnson Western Michigan .515 
 
FT % 
Jordan Dartis Ohio .883 
Thomas Wilder Western Michigan .832 
Cecil Williams Central Michigan .791 
Jaylin Walker Kent State .782 
Jimond Ivey Akron .767 
 
3-Point FG% (Min. 1 made per game)  
Thomas Wilder Western Michigan .444 
Jordan Dartis Ohio .441 
Tayler Persons Ball State .419 
Sean Sellers Ball State .415 
Nate Navigato Toledo .408 
 
Steals  
Tim Bond Eastern Michigan 2.1 
Dontay Caruthers Buffalo 1.8 
Thomas Wilder Western Michigan 1.3 
Tayler Persons Ball State 1.3 
Abdoulaye Harouna Miami(OH) 1.3 
                                                 
Blocked Shots  
DaRohn Scott Central Michigan 1.2 
Luke Meyer Central Michigan 1.1 
Trey Moses Ball State 1.1 
James Thompson Eastern Michigan 0.9 
Tahjai Teague Ball State 0.9 
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MIDAMPUB ALL CONFERENCE TEAM 2017-2018  
 
2017-18  MAC ALL CONFERENCE FIRST TEAM  
Name Name Name Name 
James Thompson IV Junior Eastern Michigan Center 
Taylor Persons Junior Ball State Guard 
Jaylin Walker Junior Kent State Guard 
Thomas Wilder Senior Western Michigan Guard 
Jason Carter Sophomore Ohio Forward 

2017-18  MAC ALL CONFERENCE SECOND TEAM  
Demajeo Wiggins Junior Bowling Green Center 
Jordan Dartis Junior Ohio Guard  
Jimond Ivey Junior Akron Guard 
Reggie Jones Sophomore Western Michigan Forward 
Taylor Persons Junior  Ball State Guard 

2017-18  MAC ALL CONFERENCE THIRD TEAM  
Willie Jackson Sophomore Toledo Guard 
Jaelan Sanford Junior Toledo Guard  
Eugene German Sophomore Northern Illinois Guard 
Trey Moses Junior Ball State Center 
Jeremy Harris Junior  Buffalo Forward 

�
Player of the Year    
Thomas Wilder Western Michigan Wilder is explosive and is a good bet to lead the league in scoring as his 

Broncos challenge for the West. 
�
Best Senior Pro Prospect    
Thomas Wilder Western Michigan He is explosive, smooth, efficient, and has the length necessary to make it 

at the next level. 
�
Best Outside Shot    
Jordan Dartis Ohio Smooth release and can extend well beyond the line. 
�
Best Re bounder    
James Thompson IV Eastern Michigan If he gets 30 minutes a night he will grab double-digit boards and lead the 

league. 
�
Best Playmaker    
Thomas Wilder Western Michigan He is smooth with the ball and can distribute if he doesn't have to take every 

shot. 
�
Best Defensive Player    
Tim Bond Eastern Michigan Bond can lock someone down on the perimeter. He should lead the league 

again in steals. 
�
Newcomer of the Year    
Jeremy Harris Buffalo Harris is a fantastic scorer and should have the ball in his hands a lot this 

season 
�
Freshman of the Year    
Teyvion Kirk Ohio He has the  game and the opportunity to make an impact immediately.  
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MAC FINAL 2016-2017 STANDINGS  

 
East Conf  All  
Akron  *  14-4 26-8 

Ohio 11-7 20-11 
Buffalo  11-7 17-15 
Kent State % 10-8 22-13 
Bowling Green 7-11 13-19 
Miami (OH) 4-14 11-21 

 
West Conf  All  
Ball State 11-7 21-12 
Western Michigan 11-7 16-16 
Toledo 9-9 17-16 
Eastern Michigan 7-11 16-17 
Northern Illinois 7-11 15-17 

Central Michigan  6-12 16-16 
 
*  Regular Season Champion 
% MAC Tournament Champion 

 
 
 
 

MIDAMPUB PREDICTED 2017-2018 STANDINGS  
 
East 
Buffalo  

Kent State 

Ohio 

Bowling Green 

Akron 

Miami 

 
West 
Western Michigan   *  %   

Ball State 

Toledo 

Eastern Michigan 

Northern Illinois 

Central Michigan 

 
*  Predicted Regular Season Champion 
% Predicted MAC Tournament Champion 
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MIDAMPUB TOP 25 
 

1 Arizona 
2 Michigan State 
3 Duke 
4 Kentucky 
5 Wichita State 
6 Kansas 
7 Louisville   
8 North Carolina 
9 West Virginia 
10 Florida 
11 Villanova 
12 Xavier 
13 USC 
14 Butler 
15 Northwestern 
16 Notre Dame 
17 Saint Mary's     
18 Gonzaga    
19 Miami (FL) 
20 Virginia Tech 
21 Texas A&M   
22 Seton Hall    
23 Virginia 
24 Minnesota 
25 Alabama 

MIDAMPUB - College Basketball Preseason All-America ns  

First Team  Team Pos Class 
Miles Bridges * Michigan State Forward Sophomore 
Allonzo Trier Arizona Guard Junior 
Grayson Allen Duke Guard Junior 

Michael  Porter Jr Missouri Forward Freshman 

Jalen Brunson Villanova Guard Junior 

Second Team  Team Pos Class 
Deandre Ayton Arizona Forward Freshman 
Joel Berry II North Carolina Guard Senior 
Trevon Bluiett Xavier Guard Junior 
Bonzie Colson Notre Dame Center Senior 

Ethan Happ Wisconsin Center Junior 
  
* Player of the Year 

��

2017-18 FirstEnergy MAC Men’s Basketball Tournament  

Quicken Loans Arena • Cleveland, Ohio  
March 7 – 12, 2017  
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����������BUFFALO BULLS ��������
Head Coach:  Nate Oats 
Arena:  Alumni Arena 
NCAA Tournament Record (last):  0-2 (2016) 
Overall Record:  17-15, 11-7 (Tie Second in East) 
 
Roster  
Name CL Ht Wt PO Hometown 

Wes Clark Sr 6-0 177 G Detroit, MI 

Dontay Caruthers Jr-R 6-1 191 G Rochester, NY 

Ikenna Smart Jr-R 6-10 241 C Umuahia, Abia, Nigeria 

Nick Perkins Jr 6-8 250 F Ypsilanti, MI 

C.J. Massinburg Jr 6-3 194 G Dallas, TX 

Montell McRae Jr 6-10 198 F Cleveland, OH 

Jeremy Harris Jr 6-7 176 G Greensboro, SC 

Brock Bertram So 6-11 249 C Apple Valley, MN 

James Jones So 6-4 187 G Chicago, IL 

Devonta Jordan So 6-2 187 G Cocoa, FL 

James Reese Fr 6-4 167 G Columbia, SC 

Jayvon Graves Fr 6-3 193 G Malvern, OH 
 
Returning player statistics  
Name Gms Minutes Pts Rbs Ast Stls Blks FG% FT% 3 P% 

CJ Massinburg 24 32.4 14.5 5.6 2.8 0.6 0.1 .411 .750 .331 

Nick Perkins 31 25.8 12.1 6.6 0.6 0.3 0.7 .414 .631 .261 

Dontay Caruthers 31 22.2 5.1 2.2 2.2 1.9 0.1 .443 .712 .288 

Ikeena Smart 30 12.5 3.2 3.5 0.2 0.1 0.3 .644 .633 .000 

Davonta Jordan 30 14.3 2.4 1.8 2.5 0.6 0.1 .361 .333 .125 

James Jones 13 5.2 1.8 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.0 .364 .667 .385 
 
Key off-season losses  
Player Position  

Raheem Johnson Center Graduation 
Willie Conner III Guard Graduation 
David Kadiri Forward Graduation 
Blake Hamilton Forward Graduation 
Nikola Rakicevic Forward Left the team  
Graham Dolan Guard Transferred to Babson College  
Christian Pino Guard Left the team  
Quate McKinzie Forward Transferred to South Plains College 
 
Key off-season additions  
Player Position Arrives as 

Wes Clark Point Guard Transfer from Missouri 

James Reese Shooting Guard Freshman 

Jayvon Graves Point Guard Freshman 
Jeremy Harris Shooting Guard Transfer from Gulf Coast Community College  
Montell McRae Power Forward Transfer from South Plains College  
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Overview 
 
 Head Coach Nate Oats couldn't duplicate his 
magic and make a 3rd straight NCAA Tournament. The 
Bulls couldn't find any consistency at the point-guard 
position and the big guys lacked inside production. There 
was only one time during the year where they had more 
than a two game winning streak. They won six in a row 
from January 31st to February 18th. This season there is a 
lot of turnover on the roster and a lot of productivity to 
overcome. Almost 100 minutes a game have opened up 
and must be picked up by newcomers. Oats has shown 
that he can recruit talent and that he is capable of calling 
the right plays in crunch time. The Bulls may not be as 
explosive as they have been offensively in years past but if 
one of the point-guards can step up their level of play there 
is no reason the Bulls should once again be a top tier MAC 
program.  
 

 
Nate Oats photo by Joe Scalfaro 
 
Projected Starting Lineup 
G Wes Clark 
G C.J. Massinburg 
F Jeremy Harris 
F Montell McRae 
F Nick Perkins 
 

Back Court 
 
 The Bulls will add a potential impact player mid-
season with the transfer of Missouri guard senior Wes 
Clark. After failing to meet academic expectations at 
Mizzou Clark was dismissed from the program last 
February and will be eligible in December. He saw 
significant action for the last three seasons. He averaged 
9.8 points, 3 rebounds, 3 assists as a junior. He is a solid 
three point shooter but can be streaky and inconsistent. He 
pushes the ball and is a good creator. He has a quick first 
step and is capable of getting in the paint. He struggles 
from the field and you can force him into tough shots. 
Defensively he is quick on the ball with quick hands. If he 
stays motivated he can be disruptive.   
 
 Junior guard CJ Massinburg is a good all-around 
player who has the ball in his hands a lot. He is a good 
creative player who can get his own offense or set up a 
teammate. He is strong getting to the basket and he has 
the ability to get to the line. He isn't a great three-point 
shooter and regressed a bit as a sophomore, but he is a 

timely three-point shooter. He will take and make big time 
shots. He is able to play the point for short stretches and is 
a decent distributor. Getting better point-guard play 
however will allow Massinburg to focus on his scoring. He 
will be in the running for all conference honors this season.   
 

Coach Oats had a nice recruiting win when he 
brought in point guard Jayvon Graves from Akron, OH. 
Graves is an explosive lead guard who can get to the 
basket in the half court and finish through contact. He can 
knock down the three but will continue to work on his 
range. He has shown some improvement during his high 
school career so there is hope that he will be really good 
during his time in Buffalo. His quickness, athleticism and 
strength allow him to make an impact on the defensive end. 
He should be in the running to see minutes day one along 
with Jordan and Caruthers. With a solid preseason he 
could win the starting job.   
 
 Devonta Jordan had his ups and downs as a 
freshman. He showed he could distribute the ball finishing 
19th in the league in only 14 minutes per game. His 
shooting is going to have to come around. He is a much 
better shooter than his stats would indicate but if he can't 
get his 36.1% FG and 12.5% three percentages up he will 
be overlooked for other options. He is a nice on the bal 
defender. His lack of strength at both ends had a lot to do 
with his issues. He should round into form as he matures 
and gets stronger.  
 
 Dontay Caruthers wasn't able to bring the 
playmaking to the lineup the Bulls had hoped but he was 
every bit the defender they needed as he went on to win 
MAC Defensive Player of the Year. He was the key to a lot 
the defensive pressure the Bulls put on teams as they 
made a second half run. Caruthers was asked to take on 
the other teams top backcourt scorer. He finished fourth in 
the league in steals per game averaging 1.87 per game. He 
did a much better job on the offensive end in the second 
half of the season but was still too inconsistent game in and 
game out. He did a nice job inside the arc knocking down 
44.3% of his attempts. Eight of his 15 threes came in the 
final nine games but he shot only 28.8% from behind the 
arc. When he is playing well he gets in a groove as a 
distributor. If he can stay consistent and bring the defensive 
intensity all season he should be a great leader for the 
Bulls.  
 
 James Jones played in 14 games for the Bulls last 
season. In limited action he showed that he is capable of 
knocking down the three. He shot 38.5% on the season. He 
has a strong frame and is able to put it on the floor to get 
separation and get his shot off. He struggled inside a bit 
last season. He brings a lot of energy and length on the 
defensive end.    
 
 If freshman guard James Reese isn't redshirted 
with all the guard depth, he could make an immediate 
impact on the defensive end of the floor. He has extreme 
quickness and athleticism to pounce on the ball and take it 
away. His hands are quick and always active on the ball. 
He moves his feet well and recovers quickly if he gets beat. 
He is never out of the play. He has incredible hops and can 
surprising block some shots. Offensively he can make a 
three, put the ball on the floor to get to the rim, or stop and 
hit a mid-range jumper. He uses his dribble well enough to 
get his own look. In the open court he finishes well above 
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the rim. For his all around game and winning, he was 
names the South Carolina 4A Player of the Year.  
 

Front Court 
 
 Big man Nick Perkins had a solid sophomore 
season winning the MAC Sixth Man of the Year award. He 
finished fourth on the team in scoring at 12.1 and led the 
team in rebounding. But he struggled with his shooting all 
season and his percentages really took a hit. He must be 
better this season. He made 2 less threes on the season 
despite taking 18 more. His shooting fell to 41.4% which is 
unacceptable for a big man. He is, however, more than just 
a big man who launches threes. He will post up and play 
with his back to the basket. He needs to continue to 
improve this area of his game however and focus a little 
more on it during the game. He is an energy guy on both 
ends but his aggression gets him into foul trouble. He 
doesn't block many shots and struggles with bigger athletes 
on the defensive end. If you double him and speed him up 
he will make a lot of mistakes. He must work on kicking the 
ball out against a double. If he stops chucking so many 
threes and gets a little more efficient inside he will be 
among the elite players in the league.    
 

 
Nick Perkins photo by Joe Scalfaro  
 

Replacing Blake Hamilton will be junior college 
transfer Jeremy Harris. The former three star prospect 
chose Buffalo over several big time programs after playing 
two seasons at Gulf Coast State College. He was 
JucoRecruiting.com's second best JC prospect in the 

nation last season.  Harris is a smooth long athletic guard 
who knows how to score. He is a really good shooter from 
behind the arc. He has the ability to score one on one. He 
rebounds well from the wing and is a willing passer. He 
averaged 18.7 points, 50% from the field, 44.8% from 
three, 5.2 boards, and 3.1 assists per game. He is a heady 
player that makes the right play. He is a solid defender but 
will need to continue to play hard and focus at that end of 
the floor. He is a player that should step right into the 
rotation and be among the team go to players.  
 
 Forward Ikenna Smart once again was a valuable 
big man. He started 16 of his 31 games played bringing a 
high energy player who will play physical at the defensive 
end and hit the glass. Surprisingly for his size and 
athleticism he isn't much of a shot blocker. He totaled only 
9 on the season after showing promise in his freshman 
season with 21. Some of that had to do with the lack of 
minutes. His time dropped 3 minutes per game. Offensively 
he is pretty efficient. He does all of his damage around the 
basket on hustle plays, dunks, and layups. Because of this 
he shot 64.4% from the field. His role isn't likely to expand 
but he should continue to bring solid minutes to the team.  
 

Montell McRae will brings some length and 
athleticism to  the rotation. The juco transfer was listed as 
the 58th best juco player by JucoRecruiting.com. He was a 
solid rebounder in junior college but not much of a shot 
blocker. With his length and leaping ability he should 
develop into a better shot blocker. In high school he 
showed some range out to the three point line but didn't 
pull the trigger much in JC. He has nice touch around the 
rim with a nice looking little shot. He is fantastic around the 
rim finishing. He has nice hands to catch the ball on lobs 
and in traffic. He has the athleticism to make it at this level 
if he can overcome a lack of strength he will be a nice 
rotational player for the Bulls.   

 
Brock Bertram sat out last season as a redshirt. 

He is a massive body in the paint adding to the quality 
depth inside. He has the ability to score around the basket 
with nice touch over either shoulder. He has nice hands 
and can catch and score without a lot of dribbling. Bertram 
is agile on his feet. He is good rebounder under the basket 
but he doesn't attack the ball. He grabs what comes near 
him. He will be difficult to move on the defensive end but he 
will need to be quicker if he is pulled away from the paint.  

 

Defense 
  
 The Bulls did a nice job on the defensive end last 
season. They held teams to 41.5% from the field which was 
good for second in the league. They also allowed 
opponents to score only 74.7 points per game. They are 
big inside and control the defensive glass and led the MAC 
in defensive rebounds. They didn't have a big time shot 
blocker in the middle but did a nice job as a team protecting 
the rim finishing 2nd overall with 4 per game. The additions 
of Bertram and McRae may improve this area. Their guards 
play physical as well but they didn't defend the three as 
well as they need to giving up 34.7% as a team. That was 
only good for 8th in the MAC. With the returning Defensive 
Player of the Year leading the charge they have a nice 
building block in the backcourt and potentially can improve 
in that area. As a team they didn't take the ball away at the 
rate you would like and need to get better. They finished 
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9th in steals per game with only 5.7 per game. The new 
guards are all long and quick and could help. Caruthers is 
the only Bull to average nmore than a steal per game last 
season. Overall the defense was good enough and if they 
play as well again it will keep them in enough games to be 
near the top of the East.  
 

Offense 
 
 The Bulls were not terrible last season but they 
also weren't the same Bulls teams we have come to know 
recently. A lot of that had to do with the loss of Beardon 
and not being able to consistently fill the point-guard 
position. They still finished 5th in the league scoring 77.7 
points per game. Blake Hamilton led the team with 4.2 
assists per game. He is gone however and the team will 
need to replace 37% of their team assists. The lack of a 
true point also led to a lot of turnovers. The Bulls finished 
5th in the league in FG% at 45.1% but the bottom of the 
roster was extremely efficient. The top was not. Massinburg 
and Perkins have to improve on their combined 41.2% from 
the field. Luckily the Bulls help themselves by hitting he 
offensive glass. They don't shoot the three well. They 
finished 9th in the league at 33.0% and finished 6th in the 
made threes. They lose their top two three-point shooters 
and will need to make up the 122 between Hamilton and 
Conner. They were average from the line and also lose 
their top two free throw shooters.  
 

Outlook 
 
 All the MAC East teams have a ton of turnover. 
The Bulls should be in the mix all season. They will rely on 
some newcomers to pick things up quickly and be at the 
top of the food chain. The season will come down to point 
guard play and offensive efficiency. They are talented but 
must find ways to score easier.  
  
First in the East 
 

Buffalo Bulls  

2017-2018 Schedule  
Home Games in ALL CAPS  

 
DATE OPPONENT 
November 11 CANISIUS 
November 15 JACKSONVILLE STATE 
November 20 Cincinnati ^ 
November 21 TBA ^ 
November 22 TBA ^ 
November 29 @ Niagara 
December 2 ST. BONAVENTURE 
December 6 @ Delaware 
December 9 CENTRAL PENN 
December 16 ROBERT MORRIS 
December 19 @ Syracuse 
December 21 @ Texas A&M 
December 28 NJIT 
January 2 TOLEDO 
January 6 @ Ball State 
January 9 @ Akron 
January 13 MIAMI 
January 16 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
January 19 @ Western Michigan 
January 23 EASTERN MICIHGAN 
January 26 @ Ohio 
January 30 @ Kent State 
February 3 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
February 6 @ Central Michigan 
February 10 @ Northern Illinois 
February 13 KENT STATE 
February 17 BOWLING GREEN 
February 20 @ Miami 
February 24 OHIO 
February 27 AKRON 
March 2 @ Bowling Green  
March 5-10 MAC Tournament 
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��������KENT STATE GOLDEN FLASHES ��������
Head Coach:  Rob Senderoff  
Arena:  M.A.C. Center 
NCAA Tournament Record (last):  4-6 (2017) 
Overall Record:  22-13, 10-8 (Fourth in East) 
 
Roster  
Name CL Ht Wt PO Hometown 
Desmond Ridenour  Sr-R 6-3 185 G Cleveland, OH 
Kevin Zabo Sr 6-2 180 G Gatineau, CAN 
Taishaun Johnson  Jr 6-0 170 G Indianapolis, IN 
Adonis Delarosa Jr-R 7-0 261 C Bronx, NY 
Akiean Frederick Jr 6-9 220 F Columbus, OH 
Jaylin Walker Jr 6-1 180 G Romulus, MI 
Jalen Avery Jr 6-0 185 G Covington, KY 
Philip Whittington * Jr-R 6-8 215 F Columbus, GA 
Kain Harris Jr-R 6-4 210 G Chicago, IL 
Jonathan Nwankwo So 6-10 245 C Mount Vernon, NY 
Danny Pippen So 6-9 220 F Detroit, MI 
Mitch Peterson So 6-5 190 G Richfield, OH 
BJ Dulling Fr 6-7 200 F Newark, OH 
  * Will sit out the 2017-2018 season due to NCAA transfer rules 
 
Returning player statistics  
Name Gms Minutes Pts Rbs Ast Stls Blks FG% FT% 3 P% 
Jaylin Walker 33 30.8 15.6 4.3 0.9 0.8 0.0 .396 .782 .331 
Kevin Zabo 35 17.8 5.4 1.4 1.5 0.6 0.0 .354 .745 .297 
Mitch Peterson 35 19.2 5.3 2.9 0.7 0.6 0.3 .361 .676 .302 
Jalen Avery 34 24.2 5.1 1.9 2.2 0.4 0.0 .366 .786 .398 
Desmond Ridenour 34 17.1 4.3 2.4 1.6 1.0 0.1 .378 .741 .220 
Adonis De La Rosa 35 13.3 3.8 3.7 0.3 0.3 0.8 .413 .558 .000 
Danny Pippen 28 10.2 3.1 2.7 0.2 0.3 0.6 .390 .594 .259 
 
Key off-season losses  
Player Position Leaves 
Jimmy Hall  Power Forward Graduation 
Jon Fleming Point Guard Graduation 
Deon Edwin Shooting Guard Graduation 

Rosel Hurley Shooting Guard Transferred to New Mexico Military Inst 

Leo Edwards Power Forward Transferred to Arkansas Tech 

Jerrelle DeBerry Shooting Guard Transferred to Utah Valley 

Alonzo Walker Small Forward Transferred to JC 
 
Key off-season additions  
Player Position Arrives as 
BJ Dulling Small Forward Freshman 
Akiean Frederick Power Forward Transfer from Sinclair CC 
Philip Whittington Power Forward Transfer from USC Upstate 
Jonathan Nwankwo Power Forward Transfer from Southern Idaho 
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Overview 
 
 For much of the season Kent was up and down. 
They looked like an elite team then they looked like one of 
the league's worst teams. On January 28th they stood at 
11-10, 3-5 in conference, and were battling to stay out of 
the basement. From that point forward, they went 11-3 to 
vault into the NCAA Tournament. In a conference with a 
ton of transfers Kent returns 8 of their top 10 from the 
rotation. The losses are major however losing Jimmy Hall 
and Deon Edwin. So a repeat is not a given and Coach 
Senderoff will need to figure out what he has at both ends 
of the floor.  
 
Projected Starting Lineup 
G Jalen Avery 
G Jaylin Walker 
G Mitch Peterson 
F Akiean Frederick 
F Danny Pippen 
 

Back Court 

 
Jalen Avery Photo by Joe Scalfaro 

 
Statistically Jalen Avery had a mediocre season. 

He was even benched mid-season for a lack of 
productivity. But when he got back in the lineup he was like 
a different player. He was aggressive yet brought a calming 
presence and leadership to the position. The ball went 
through Hall most of the time so he didn't have many 

games with a lot of assists. He could have more 
opportunity to be more of a playmaker this season. But he 
took care of the ball in the second half of the season. He 
had 8 turnovers on the final 18 games. He also stepped up 
his shooting on a team that struggled to shoot the ball. He 
converted 38.8% of his threes and finished third on the 
team in made threes on the season. He will need to be 
more consistent from the field as his 36.7% won't cut it. He 
could have a bigger role this season and the ball may be in 
his hands more.  

 
For the last three years Kent leaned on Jimmy 

Hall for the offense and he delivered. As a sophomore 
Jaylin Walker provided support for Hall finishing second on 
the team in scoring at 15.8 per game. He is a volume 
shooter. He takes a lot of bad shots. But he also gets hot 
and will a lot of tough shots. As an upper classmen who is 
expected to be the teams scoring leader he will need to 
improve his decision making and improve his 39.5% field 
goal percentage. He made 88 of 264 threes on the season 
converting on 33% for the second straight season. He is a 
really good shooter when he sets his feet and shoots off 
the catch. He is erratic when he pulls up on the move. He is 
one of the few Flashes with the ability score off the dribble 
however and create his own shot. His defense improved in 
the second half of the season once he returned from his 
injury but he still has work to do on that end. Too often he 
falls asleep and doesn't give enough effort. With Kent 
losing 2 of their top 3 scorers there is a good chance 
Walker elevates among the top 5 in scoring.  

 
Early in the season Kevin Zabo was a 

disappointment as a point guard. In mid-season he really 
turned the ball over and was pulled from the starting lineup. 
As the season progressed and he got comfortable in his 
combo role off the bench he really started playing well. His 
turnovers went down and he started getting more 
aggressive taking the ball in the paint. When he was 
aggressive he shot the ball pretty efficiently. When he 
played soft with more finesse he struggled. He did a nice 
job on the defensive end using his strength and quickness 
to defend both backcourt position. In his second season 
with the program he should be more comfortable with his 
role and the system and I would expect him to play more 
like he did against UCLA than he did against Oregon State 
early in the season.  
   
 The offense will get a shot in the arm from transfer 
Taishaun Johnson. As a freshman at South Alabama he 
set their freshman records in scoring with 414 points, free 
throws made at 138 and free throws attempted with 177.  
He is more of a scorer than natural distributor but he 
totaled 71 assists his freshman season. Johnson is quick 
and strong with the ability to drive to the basket. He will 
take a floater or get to the rim. He knocked down 40 threes 
as a freshman but he wasn't very good converting only 
29.2%. He will need to work to improve from the perimeter 
if he is going to take 137 threes. He has a nice step back 
move to create space and get his jumper off. He is a solid 
rebounder for his size and position. Johnson can pressure 
the ball and will come up with his share of steals. Johnson 
has a year in the system so he should be able to step in 
and provide come minutes lost from Edwin right away. 
 
 Desmond Ridenour was the perfect do it all player 
of the bench for the Flashes. They played him at the point 
and moved him off the ball. He played well no matter where 
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they put him. His biggest strength is defending the ball. He 
can really pressure the ball handler and run around with the 
other teams top wing. He struggled shooting the ball a bit 
but he had a knack for making clutch shots. His role isn't 
likely to change much this season. He will play several 
positions including the point and he will come in and lock 
down defensively when need be. He is the kind of player 
that just helps you win game without the flashy stats.   
 
Front Court 
 
 Statistically Mitch Peterson's freshman season 
was just mediocre. He posted 5.1 points, 2.9 rebounds, and 
only knocked down 29.9% of his threes. But it was not a 
coincidence that the Flashes went 13-5 down the stretch 
after standing at 9 and 9 before Peterson was inserted into 
the lineup on a full time basis. Two of the five losses in that 
stretch Peterson played in under 22 minutes. In the 18 
game stretch he averaged just over 26 minutes per game. 
His hustle, knowledge of the game, versatility, and desire to 
win was much more valuable game to game than his 
occasional offensive outbursts. He showed he has the 
ability to create his own shot at this level. He does need to 
work on his quickness and strength a bit to consistently 
knock down his shot. Once he gets there he is going to be 
a really good all around player in this league.  
 
 The future is bright for Danny Pippen if he can get 
the little things out of his head. Missing a shot or 
committing a foul would all too often ruin the rest of his 
game. When he was playing his best however he showed 
he can knock down a three, rebound in traffic, block a shot 
and he is as mobile as big men come. He has the ability to 
play the four or five but must continue to get stronger to 
bang at the five. The frontcourt has been rebuilt in the 
offseason and there will be a lot of competition. He should 
win a role either as a starter or first big off the bench but he 
will need to leave his mistakes on the bench to overcome 
them.  He lost significant time down the stretch of the 
season when  the small lineup was simply more effective 
than the big lineup.  

 
Some much needed help upfront comes in with JC 

Transfer Akiean Frederick. At 6’8” he was a monster 
offensively and on the glass at Sinclair Community College. 
He averaged 22.4 points and 11.3 rebounds per game in 
34.5 minutes per game. He has a nice all around offensive 
game. He can score over both shoulders. He is capable of 
putting it on the floor and getting to the basket against 
bigger players. He can step out and knock down a three. 
Frederick knocked down 28 of 84 threes last season and is 
at his best when he can set his feet and shoot off the catch. 
He runs the floor well and does a nice job finishing in 
transition. He moves well on the floor defensively away 
from the basketball. He will block an occasional shot but 
isn’t an intimidating inside threat. They need him to pick up 
the system sooner than later. With the thin frontcourt they 
will need him to be able to handle a solid amount of 
minutes.  
 
 The frontcourt got a potential impact player when 
they signed JC transfer Jonathan Nwankwo. A former 4 
star recruit initially signed with Minnesota before heading to 
VCU and Southern Idaho. He is a big physical presence 
inside especially on the defensive end of the floor. He is a 
fantastic shot blocker and he attacks the defensive glass. 

He is mobile enough to play away from the basket and 
recover once he hedges. He won't post up too often and 
make a great offensive move but he hangs out around the 
paint and finishes really well. He finishes with power when 
he someone drops it off to him around the rim. He is an 
efficient player even when he isn't dunking. He is a pretty 
solid free throw shooter for a big man. With his size and 
defense he should see a lot of minutes inside for the 
Flashes.  
 
 Big man Adonis De La Rosa didn't have the 
impact expected on the team. He struggled at times playing 
in the same lineup with Jimmy Hall. And he struggled to 
shoot the ball when Hall was out of the lineup. He ended up 
giving the Flashes a solid backup big defensively. The 
game seems a little too quick for him when he tries to back 
down a defender and a double comes. He seems to have 
lost too much weight and he didn't replace it with enough 
muscle. For a player who came in with a reputation as an 
offensive player he hit the big zero too often in the scoring 
column. He has a role on this team but he will need to 
accept it and not get too concerned about being the focal 
point of the offense.  

 
Freshman forward B.J. Dulling will see minutes 

early in his career. The question is how many and at what 
position. He has the skill to play the two, three, and four for 
the Flashes. This season he may see a majority of minutes 
at the four in a small ball lineup. He is a physical, athletic, 
and mobile player.  He is aggressive with the ball going to 
the basket. He really finishes in the paint well above the 
rim. He can take a hit and still finish. He is improving from 
the perimeter but he still has work to do to be a consistent 
threat. He can make the extra pass to set up his 
teammates but it isn't his strength. He rebounds well and 
he moves well on the defensive end. He can lock down a at 
times. Expect him to make an impact even if he doesn't put 
up big stats.  

 
Philip Whittington transfers in from USC Upstate 

and will sit out the 2017-18 season. He is active inside and 
on the glass.  

 

Defense 
  
 For most of the season the defense was solid but 
inconsistent. They gave up 66 at Northern then gave up 
105 at home against Central. But they really locked down in 
the season's final nine of ten games. On the season they 
allowed 73 points per game which was tied for fourth with 
Eastern Michigan. They finished 7th in FG% defense 
allowing teams to knock down 43.5%. They struggled to 
defend the three point line finishing 9th at 34.8%. They 
were able to defend it better with a smaller lineup but 
struggled when they went big. They weren't a great shot 
blocking team but finished fourth. They lose almost 2 
blocks per game but could be just as good this season. 
They finished in the middle of the pack in steals but should 
improve with a smaller, quicker, more athletic team.  
                

Offense 
 
 For the last three seasons the offense ran through 
Jimmy Hall. Now that he is gone, the coaching staff will 
need to find a new identity.  The attack may be more guard 
oriented this season. They lost two of their top three 
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scorers after finishing 6th in the league in scoring at 77 
points per game. Only one returner averaged more than 6 
points per game. The team struggled to shoot the ball 
finishing 10th in field goal percentage (42.8%) and three-
point percentage (32%). They were a good free throw 
shooting team finishing 3rd in the league at 71.9%. But 
they lose their top 2 in free throws made. They finished 2nd 
in the league in offensive rebounds. They weren't as good 
down the stretch when they went to a small lineup. They 
play at their best when t hey move the ball but their guards 
don't create a ton. The team finished 8th in the league in 
assists. They lose 5 of their 12 assists per game to 
graduation. Their guards did a nice job of taking care of the 
ball in the second half of the season which is a trend that 
should continue this season.  
 

Outlook 
 
 No MAC team was hotter than Kent during the last 
10 games of the season. The smaller lineup helped them 
offensively and defensively. They were much more 
versatile and dangerous. Expect that trend to continue this 
season with a team that is thin up front. They have as 
much returning as any team in the league and should be 
considered one of the favorites to win the tournament 
again. As we have seen in the MAC, however, the favorite 
doesn't always rise to the top. Their season may go 
similarly to last season as they try to find who will step up in 
crunch time. They will drop a few they shouldn't but will be 
playing their best ball by the end of the season.  
 
Second in the East 
 

Kent State Golden Flashes  
2017-2018 Schedule  

Home Games in ALL CAPS  
 
DATE OPPONENT 

November 11 Youngstown State ^ 
November 16 OHIO CHRISTIAN 
November 19 MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE 
November 21 SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA 
November 24 @ Valparaiso # 
November 25 @ Loyola Chicago # 
November 29 @ Norfolk State 
December 2 CLEVELAND STATE 
December 6 @ Xavier 
December 9 @ Wright State 
December 18 NORTHEASTERN 
December 21 OREGON STATE 
December 28 @ Albany 
January 2 @ Northern Illinois 
January 6 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
January 9 @ Miami  
January 12 OHIO 
January 16 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
January 20 @ Toledo 
January 23 BALL STATE 
January 27 @ Central Michigan 
January 30 BUFFALO 
February 3 @ Bowling Green 
February 6 EASTERN MICHIGAN 
February 10 @ Ball State 
February 13 @ Buffalo 
February 17 AKRON 
February 20 @ Ohio 
February 24 BOWLING GREEN 
February 27 MIAMI  
March 2 @ Akron 
March 5-10 @ MAC Tournament 
^ Coaches vs Cancer, Youngstown, Ohio 
# Gulf Coast Showcase, Estero, Florida 
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��������OHIO UNIVERSITY BOBCATS ��
Head Coach:  Saul Phillips 
Arena:  Convocation Center 
NCAA Tournament Record (last):  7-14 (2012) 
Overall Record:  20-11, 11-7 (Second in East) 
 
Roster  
Name CL Ht Wt PO Hometown 

Kevin Mickle Gr 6-7 217 F Brooklyn, NY 

Sam Frayer Sr 6-8 240 F Cincinnati, OH 

Antonio Bisutti Sr 6-2 192 G Dublin, OH 

Mike Laster Sr 6-5 200 G Detroit, MI 

Doug Taylor Jr 6-9 264 C Columbus, OH 

Jordan Dartis Jr 6-3 188 G Newark, OH 

Gavin Block Jr 6-7 211 G Lincoln, IL 

James Gollon So-R 6-5 197 G Stevens Point, WI 

Jaylin McDonald Jr 6-6 205 F Streetsboro, OH 

Ellis Dozier So-R 6-8 222 F Sandy Spring, MD 

Jason Carter So 6-8 235 F Johnstown, OH 

A.J. Gareri Fr 6-9 214 F Akron, OH 

Ben Vander Plas Fr 6-7 229 F Ripon, WI 

Teyvion Kirk Fr 6-3 184 G Joilet, IL 

Zach Butler Fr 6-3 193 G Spartanburg, SC 
 
Returning player statistics  
Name Gms Minutes Pts Rbs Ast Stls Blks FG% FT% 3 P% 

Jordan Dartis 31 34.9 12.6 3.6 1.8 1.3 0.2 .440 .883 .441 

Jason Carter 31 20.7 9.9 6.5 0.6 0.6 0.6 .509 .684 .205 

Gavin Block 31 28.1 7.6 4.3 2.1 1.0 0.2 .397 .778 .426 

Mike Laster 30 15.2 5.2 1.9 0.4 0.3 0.1 .530 .625 .441 

Doug Taylor 31 13.5 3.7 4.7 0.2 0.3 0.8 .524 .526 .000 

Ellis Dozier 12 2.3 0.6 0.2 0.0 0.0 0.1 .333 .250 .000 

Antonio Bisutti 13 1.3 0.4 0.8 0.1 0.1 0.0 .667 .000 .500 

Jaylin McDonald 12 1.5 0.3 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 .167 .000 .200 

Sam Frayer 12 1.5 0.1 0.7 0.1 0.0 0.0 .000 .250 .000 
 
Key off-season losses  
Player Position Leaves  

Kenny Kaminski Forward Graduation 

Antonio Campbell Forward Graduation 

Rodney Culver Jr Guard  Transferred to Vincennes University 

Khari Harley Forward Transferred to Little Rock 

Wadly Mompremier Center Transferred to Little Rock  

Jaaron Simmons Guard Transferred to Michigan 

 
Key off-season additions  
Player Position Arrives as 

Bennett Vander Plas Forward Freshman 

Zach Butler Guard Freshman 

A.J. Gareri Forward Freshman 

Teyvion Kirk Guard Freshman 
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Overview 
 
 Last season was possibly Coach Phillips best 
work in Athens. During the out of conference schedule the 
Bobcats looked like the main competition for the Zips to the 
regular season title. They stormed into conference and won 
their first three games until a devastating season ending 
injury to returning Conference Player of the Year Antonio 
Campbell. Most counted the Bobcats out and the season a 
lost cause. Coach Phillips pulled the right strings and kept 
the Bobcats in the race finishing second in the East and 
earning the number two seed in the conference 
tournament. The program suffered significant losses in the 
offseason to graduation and transfer. The cupboard isn't 
bare but duplicating last season's success will be much 
harder. Coach Phillips has established himself as one of 
the better coaches and recruiters in the league. So never 
count this program out.   
 
Projected Starting Lineup 
G Zach Butler 
G Jordan Dartis 
G Gavin Block 
F Jason Carter 
F Doug Taylor 
 

Back Court 
 
 The loss of Jaaron Simmons was devastating to 
the Bobcats chances of winning the MAC this season. He 
was by far the team's best player and a candidate for MAC 
POY. His loss opens up a competition between most likely  
freshmen Zach Butler and Teyvion Kirk.  
 
 Drake decommit point guard Teyvion Kirk will 
compete for starting point guard minutes. He is a smart 
player who does a good job on both ends of the floor and 
can play both backcourt spots. He isn't the most athletic 
guard but he is smooth, strong, and long. He has nice 
handles with the ability to slash to the basket. He has nice 
body control and is solid stopping and popping once he 
drives. He can step out beyond the three point line but he 
needs to work on his release and consistency. He can be 
active on the defensive end and has the potential to be a 
disruptive player at that end of the floor. He was named an 
Illinois Basketball Coaches Association Class 3A/4A 
second team All-State selection and AP Class 4A 
honorable-mention All-Stater after averaging 19.5 points, 
4.3 rebounds, 2.7 assists, and 2.2. steals.   
 
 Zach Butler is another long point-guard with a little 
more explosiveness than Kirk. He can play both backcourt 
positions too and could play alongside Kirk at times. He 
has a quick first step and he has the ability to bounce to the 
paint. When he is there, he finishes with a nice floater. His 
length allows him to see the floor and find the open 
teammate. He pushes the ball and keeps pressure on the 
defense. Butler can shoot the three when he sets his feet.  
 
 Junior Jordan Dartis had a sensational sophomore 
season. But he played a ton of minutes and he seemed to 
wear out down the stretch. In four of the final six games he 
failed to reach double-digits while he really struggled 
shooting the ball. He went 0-7 from three in the final two 
MAC Tournament games. On the season he was one of 
the top shooters and scores in the league. He drained 86 

threes on 195 attempts. His 44.1% was second in the 
league. Dartis is more than a shooter however. He is strong 
and has the ability to put the ball on the floor and get to the 
basket. When he gets contact he can finish through it. He 
will not waste points at the line. He took only 77 on the 
season but knocked down 88.3% of them. He is a fantastic 
perimeter defender who has the size, strength, and 
quickness to defend multiple positions.  
 

 
Jordan Dartis Photo by Joe Scalfaro 
 

Mike Laster was again not seeing much time 
during the first 15 games of the season but his opportunity 
to play jumped significantly with the injury to Campbell. He 
took hold of the opportunity and had a nice little break out 
season. All six of his double-digit scoring games came after 
Campbell went down. From that game on he averaged 21.8 
minutes per game and 8 points per game. He knocked 
down 13 of his 15 threes on the season during that stretch 
and converted 44.1% on the season. His three point 
shooting really made him dangerous to defend. He has 
always done a nice job being aggressive and getting to the 
basket. He can be an emotional player and will need to 
keep his emotions in check during games. He has put 
himself in a position to build on his season as a senior.  
 
 Gavin Block is simply a good all-around basketball 
player. He doesn't do anything great but he does 
everything well. He isn't a point guard but he is a solid ball 
handler, decent passer, and makes smart plays. He 
finished second on the team in assists averaging 2.1 per 
game. He is gritty and a willing rebounder. He pulled down 
4.3 per game and was fourth on the team. Block isn't afraid 
to get in the paint and will look to draw contact. He took a 
step back from the line in his second season. He dropped 
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to 65.5% from the line after knocking down 82.8% as a 
freshman. With his touch and form, look for a bounce back 
season for him from the line. His versatility is excellent as 
he can guard several position in big or small lineups. More 
shots should come his way with the graduation of 
Kaminski.   
 

 
Gavin Block photo by Joe Scalfaro 
 
 James Gollon missed the 2016-17 season due to 
injury and used a redshirt season. He saw action in 20 
games during the 2015-16 season seeing 5.5 minutes per 
game. Gollon could bring a valuable weapon off the bench 
this season with his versatility. He is a good shooter from 
three. He is a guy who can handle the ball and make the 
extra pass. He always seems to make the right pass. He 
was a big time scorer in high school dropping 30.7 points 
per game as a senior. He understands how to get people 
off balance and out of position by using a lot of pump fakes 
and step backs. He is aggressive and strong and uses his 
body to hit the glass.  

 

Front Court 
 
 The season could have quickly gone down the 
drain when reigning Player of the Year Antonio Campbell 
went down with a season ending injury. But then freshman 
Jason Carter stepped in and was superb the remainder of 
the year and has set himself up as one of the building 
blocks for the upcoming season. Carter showed he could 
score inside against anyone in the league and was at times 
dominant on the glass. He has a ton of moves in the post 

and just always seems to know how to get the ball up from 
any angle. He also showed the ability to step out and knock 
down the outside shot. He must continue to get better from 
the outside however. He scored in double figures once up 
till Campbell got hurt. From that point on, he dropped 
double figures in 12 of 17 games including a season high 
25. He also hit the glass grabbing 7 or more boards 12 
times. He is a physical defender who can block an 
occasional shot. He is the type of player that coach Phillips 
can work the offense through. He will make several All-
Conference teams over the next three seasons.  
 
 Freshman Bennett Vander Plas could eventually 
be a replacement for Kenny Kaminski. They are very 
similar in game. Vander Plas can shoot the ball from the 
outside pretty well. He is a better ball handler than 
Kaminski and is sneaky quick getting to the basket. He 
plays below the rim but understands how to position his 
body to create room and get the ball up.  
 
 Big man Doug Taylor has been a perfect role 
player to this point. He could be in line for more minutes 
and a bigger role as a junior. He is a fantastic space eater 
who crashes the glass and will protect the rim. He 
averaged less than one block per game as a sophomore 
but his minutes were up and down. If he sees 25 minutes 
per game he should swat over 1 shot and pull in 8 boards. 
Around the rim he has nice touch but he has to work on his 
moves other than a little hook.  
               
 Freshman big man A.J. Gareri is a nice stretch 
four prospect. His main strength right now is his ability to hit 
the three. He is solid with his feet set or pulling up if he is 
moving to his left. He will need to either gain some strength 
to handle the post in the MAC or he will need to work on 
handling the ball to play a three. When he is inside he can 
be knocked off his spot pretty easily. He is a solid 
rebounder and he does a decent job timing his jump to 
block shots. The Bobcats don't have a true shot blocker 
and Gareri could help in this area. He moves well on the 
floor and slides his feet well so he has potential to be a 
solid defender.   
 
 Graduate transfer Kevin Mickle will be eligible this 
year after playing the last couple seasons for Florida Gulf 
Coast University. Mickle only averaged 11.5 minutes per 
game in his two seasons at FGCU. I wouldn't expect to see 
him earn a significant increase in minutes this season. He 
is an extremely good athlete and has a strong body. He 
does a nice job on the defensive end but his offense hasn't 
developed during his college career. He is a solid 
rebounder on both ends of the floor. He could excel on the 
break as a finisher and he will provide an energy player 
while he is in the lineup.  
 
 Ellis Dozier played in 12 games but barely got on 
the floor in those games seeing on 2.3 minutes. He has 
potential to be a pretty good stretch four. He is at his best 
on the catch. There are a lot of perimeter shots available 
this season and if Dozier shows he can knock them down 
he could get into the rotation. He wasn't a great rebounder, 
inside scorer, or defender coming to school. In year three 
with  the program, he has to show progression.   
 

Forwards Sam Frayer and Jaylin McDonald won’t 
see much action but will provide nice size and energy when 
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and if they are called on. They will only see action in blow 
out games.  
 

Defense 
 
The defense really improved last season as they 

led the conference in both scoring per game and defensive 
field goal percentage. They allowed only 69.9 points per 
game on 41.4% shooting. The guards use their length well 
to defend the perimeter. They finished second in the league 
in three-point percentage at 32.3%. They were a pretty 
good defensive rebounding team finishing 3rd and should 
be pretty good again. The loss of Kaminski could help with 
a bigger more physical presence in the rotation. Once they 
lost Campbell they didn’t have a true rim protector in the 
lineup. Carter and Taylor did decent and will get some here 
and there. The Bobcats do an average job as a team taking 
the ball away from their opponent but don't really have any 
one player who excels. They finished 7th in steals with 5.9 
per game and a +0.90 in turnover margin.   
 

Offense 
 
 The Bobcats took a step back offensively last 
season. They went from 1st to 6th in scoring per game last 
season scoring 77 points per game. That was not 
surprising once they lost Campbell for the season. This 
season they will need to replace two other double-digit 
scorers besides Campbell. Not only did they shoot the ball 
worse from the floor, finishing at 45.4%, but they had a 
huge drop off from the free throw line. They dropped from 
being the best team on the free throw line to ninth 
converting only 69% of their freebies. They were again the 
best three-point shooting team in the league, knocking 
down 38.4%, but they finished in the middle of the pack in 
attempted threes. They do a nice job of working the ball 
inside out. They do a solid job moving the ball and moving 
without the ball but they lack a lot creators. They may 
struggle a bit with the loss of Simmons who accounted for 
48% of their total team assists.  
 

Outlook 
 
 The Bobcats would have been without a doubt the 
team to beat if Jaaron Simmons would have come back for 
his senior season. His departure has left a huge hole and 
slides them down the standings. Phillips is one of the better 
coaches in the league and they still have a couple all-
conference caliber players but Simmons was consistently 

their top performer. The top of the East is so close that the 
slightest slip up could cost a team the title. The Bobcats will 
be in the hunt most of the season but fall just short at the 
end of the day.  
 
Third in the East 
 

Ohio University Bobcats  
2017-2018 Schedule  

Home Games in ALL CAPS  
 
DATE OPPONENT 
November 11 ALABAMA A&M 
November 16 Clemson # 
November 17 TBD # 
November 19 TBD # 
November 24 MOUNT ST MARY'S 
November 28 IONA 
December 1 COPPIN ST 
December 7 @ Maryland 
December 10 WESTERN KENTUCKY 
December 16 @ Marshall 
December 20 PRAIRIE VIEW 
December 39 NORTHWESTERN OHIO 
January 2 @ Central Michigan 
January 6 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
January 9 BALL STATE 
January 12 @ Kent State 
January 16 TOLEDO 
January 20 @ Eastern Michigan 
January 23 @ Akron 
January 26 BUFFALO 
January 30 @ Bowling Green  
February 3 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
February 6 AKRON 
February 10 @ Western Michigan 
February 13 @ Toledo 
February 17 MIAMI 
February 20 KENT STATE 
February 24 @ Buffalo 
February 27 BOWLING GREEN 
March 2 @ Miami 
March 5-10 @ MAC Tournament 
#  2017 Gildan Charleston Classic, Charleston, S.C.
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��������BOWLING GREEN FALCONS ��������
Head Coach:  Michael Huger 
Arena:  Stroh Center 
NCAA Tournament Record (last):  1-5 (1968) 
Overall Record:  13-19, 7-11 (Fifth in East) 
 
Roster  
Name CL Ht Wt PO Hometown 
Matt Fox Sr 6-4 190 G Maumee, OH 
Jeffrey Uju Sr 6-7 220 F Bolingbrook, IL 
Demajeo Wiggins Jr 6-10 240 F Toledo, OH 
Antwon Lillard Jr 6-5 180 G Cleveland, OH 
Roderick Caldwell So 5-10 175 G Dayton, OH 
Dylan Frye So 6-2 170 G Pembroke Pines, FL 
Justin Turner So 6-4 190 G Detroit, MI 
Ethan Good So 6-1 180 G Wapakoneta, OH 
Derek Koch Fr 6-9 225 F West Salem, OH 
Nelly Cummings Fr 6-0 175 G Pittsburgh, PA 
Joniya Gadson Fr 6-11 245 C Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Daeqwon Plowden Fr 6-5 195 F Philadelphia, PA 
Matiss Kulackovskis Fr 6-8 210 F Philadelphia, PA 
 
Returning player statistics  
Name Gms Minutes Pts Rbs Ast Stls Blks FG% FT% 3 P% 
Demajeo Wiggins 32 24.6 10.0 7.8 0.7 0.3 0.6 .487 .611 .000 
Dylan Frye 32 23.8 8.9 2.2 1.2 0.5 0.0 .442 .705 .402 
Antwon Lillard 30 23.0 7.9 4.2 1.5 0.7 0.4 .432 .677 .235 
Rodrick Caldwell 32 18.2 6.8 1.8 1.7 0.6 0.0 .368 .704 .363 
Jeffrey Uju 2 14.0 4.5 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.5 .667 .000 1.000 
Matt Fox 32 15.8 4.2 1.7 0.5 0.4 0.0 .391 .875 .375 
Justin Turner 4 13.3 3.8 1.0 0.3 0.3 0.0 .417 .750 .500 
Ethan Good 5 3.6 0.6 0.2 0.2 0.0 0.0 .200 .500 .000 
 
Key off-season losses  
Player Position  
Zach Denny Guard Graduation 
Wes Alcegaire Forward Graduation 
Ismail Ali Guard Graduation 
Rasheed Worrell Forward Transferred to Lynn 
Malik Hluchoweckyj Guard Transferred to Emporia State (DII) 
Garrett Mayleben Forward  
 
Key off-season additions  
Player Position Arrives as 
Derek Koch Forward Freshman 
Nelly Cummings Guard Freshman 
Joniya Gadson Center Freshman 
Daeqwon Plowden Forward Freshman 
Matiss Kulackovskis Forward Freshman  
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Overview 
 
The rebuild continues in Bowling Green. The 

Falcons won a couple more games in conference in year 
two but it felt like a slight step back in Huger's second 
season. After two straight losing seasons the Falcons bring 
in one of the top recruiting classes in the league. They also 
have developed some top MAC talent and could be on the 
verge of taking a nice leap forward. With the recruits, 
however, they will be one of the youngest teams in the 
country which could hold them back from the leap forward. 
There is now quality depth across the board now however 
which should help keep them competitive.  
 
Projected Starting Lineup 
G Roderick Caldwell 
G Dylan Frye 
G Antwon Lillard 
F Derek Koch 
F Demajeo Wiggins 
 

Back Court 
 
 Big things were expected from Antwon Lillard after 
a huge end of his freshman season. As a sophomore he 
just never seemed to be able to get his game going 
consistently. As a scorer his efficiency went down from the 
field and three and as a result his points per game took a 
slight dip. He couldn't really afford to be much worse from 
three and now his 23.5% is clearly unacceptable. He still 
had a few moments and the hope is he has a bounce back 
season. He needs to abandon the three. He made one 
three in the final 17 games and went 1-19 during that 
stretch. He needs to continue to be aggressive and get to 
the basket. When he is aggressive it allows him to stop and 
pop his mid-range jumper which he is very good at making. 
Teams can still get in his head and cause him to play out of 
control a bit. If he can play hard and under control he is a 
nice strong defender and a good rebounding guard. This is 
a team that needs him to develop and step into an offense 
role this season.   
 
 Like most freshman guard Dylan Frye struggled 
early and was inconsistent throughout the season. His 
presence in the final ten regular season games helped the 
Falcons go 5-5 in that span. When he is on he is difficult to 
stop. He has a quick first step and is capable of getting 
past his defender. He sets up his drive with his outside 
shot. When he knocks a couple down from three it makes it 
much easier to get to the basket. He can score going to the 
basket with a lot of floaters, pull ups, and step back 
jumpers. He was much more comfortable passing the ball 
in the second half of the season but he won't ever be a 
primary ball handler. He looks to get his shot off more often 
than not. He ended up averaging about 9 points a game 
last season. He shot an awesome 40.2% from three. If he 
can be more consistent and aggressive as a scorer this 
season he should be one of the league's top scorers.  

  
The battle for point guard minutes will be good. 

Returner Rodrick Caldwell likely has the advantage early in 
the season to win the job. Caldwell started the season 
slowly but was really good by the end of the season. He 
was a better scorer than a playmaker and he will need to 
work on that aspect of his game. He has the quickness and 

ball handling skills to get in the paint against any guard in 
the league. He plays with a quick start and stop game he 
uses to get in the paint. He is a pesky on the ball defender 
who forces opponents into mistakes. But he has to get 
better in order to be a lock down defender. Bigger more 
physical guards gave him trouble.  
 
 Justin Turner only got in four games last season, 
sustained an injury, and used a redshirt season. In the 
games he played he showed some offensive skill. He 
looked as complete as he did in high school, where he was 
rated a 3 star prospect, handling the ball, distributing, 
shooting, and rebounding. He could help give them another 
scorer and athlete in transition. He does a nice job on the 
break of keeping defenses honest with timely accurate 
passes and being aggressive as a scorer. With Zack 
Denny's graduation, he should be in line to pick up some of 
the his minutes. 
 
 Freshman point guard Nelly Cummings can flat 
out score. He is much more of a scoring threat than 
distributor but that doesn't mean he can't create every so 
often. He isn’t a great shooter but he has shown 
improvement during high school and is pretty consistent on 
the catch. He is quick, strong and is capable of getting to 
the basket whenever he wants. When he gets to the rim he 
can score with either hand. Cummings is a smart player 
who understands the game at both ends of the floor. He 
scored 50 points on senior night and averaged 29 points 
per game his senior season. He was named the 2016-17 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Player of the Year. The three-star 
prospect via ESPN.COM should be in the mix for minutes 
early.  
 
 Ethan Good likely won't see much action again. 
He played in 5 games last season. Al the games were 
blowouts. He is a good ball handler and decent distributor. 
He knows where his teammates will be and he is capable 
of making the easy play. He has to work on his shooting 
mechanics and his consistency. He can hit an open look if 
he gets a lot of time to get it off.  
 

Front Court 
 
 On the season Demajeo Wiggins took a huge step 
forward. However, after picking up his play from a slow 
start to the season he really struggled down the stretch of 
the season. He failed to reach double figures in 8 of the 
final 12 games after hitting that mark 8 of the previous 9. 
During that stretch he looked like he had arrived as an all-
conference big man. He had a 17 point and 11 rebound, 14 
and 14, then an 11 point and 22 rebound game in three 
consecutive games.   He is an efficient player inside with a 
soft touch around the rim. He has to continue improving his 
game by working on a little mid-range jumper to keep 
teams honest. He is the team's leading returning scorer 
and should be the focal point this season. The Falcons 
seem to play well when he is involved and scoring. He is a 
heady player and has to be to make up for his lack of 
athleticism. He won't protect the rim much but he will make 
you work to get position inside. He was terrible as a 
freshman from the line but as a sophomore he became at 
least a valid threat. He still needs to work at it but at least at 
61% teams can't just foul him intentionally every game. He 
can't continue to leave free points off the board. He is a 
physical inside player at both ends and can draw a foul at 
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the offensive end. Look for him to continue to develop and 
be one of the better big men in the league this season.   
 

 
Demajeo Wiggins photo by Joe Scalfaro 
  
 Forward Jeffrey Uju made it through the first two 
games of the season before an injury ended his junior 
season. He will need to battle with the young big men for 
minutes but his experience will help him early on. His pick 
and pop ability should help him at the three or four. He is 
efficient and can score around the basket. He has just 
enough athleticism and a long wingspan to be a good shot 
blocker and rebounder. He is a nice player who seems to 
be in the right place at the right time.  
�
 Freshman Derek Koch has a lot of potential as a 
MAC forward. He has to work on his strength but he should 
make an immediate impact in the Falcons frontcourt. He 
has a nice all-around game. He can step out and knock 
down the three. He also has nice touch around the basket 
and can play a bit with his back to the basket. He will need 
to develop a go to move however at this level. He can put it 
on the floor just enough to get to the basket. He sees the 
floor well for a big man and has the ability to set up his 
teammates. He isn’t overly athletic but he is smart, 
positions himself well, and he is an aggressive rebounder. 
He ended his career as the State of Ohio's all-time leading 
high school rebounder.  The three-star prospect should fit 
in well being able to pick and pop for coach Huger.  
�

Another solid frontcourt prospect is Joniya 
Gadson from Fort Lauderdale, Fla. His presence could 

immediately improve the interior defense and bring a much 
needed rim protector to the rotation. He has a big physical 
body at 6’11” and 240 pounds, which he uses well at the 
defensive end. He doesn’t shy away from contact. His 
wingspan is 7’2” which made him a tremendous rebounder 
during his high school career. Offensively he is not as 
developed yet but has shown tremendous improvement 
with a little hook shot. He won’t shoot many jumpers and 
may not take many shots outside of about 12 feet but he 
may not have to if he can gain more consistency with his 
hook. The big man is used to playing on successful teams. 
His team won back-to-back state titles at Dillard HS.  
�

Philadelphia freshman small forward Daeqwon 
Plowden is an athletic and energetic player. He has a nice 
looking shot behind the arc when he can catch and step 
into it. He uses his ability to shoot to put the ball on the 
floor and get to the basket. He runs the floor well and will 
finish in transition as well as clean up misses with offensive 
rebounds. He is a quick defender with long arms he uses to 
defend multiple positions. He is a solid shot blocker 
especially off the ball and in transition. He was named top 
100 at his position by ESPN.com and the 20th-best player 
in Pennsylvania. It wouldn’t be surprising to see him earn 
some minutes as a freshman with his defense and ability to 
hit the three.  
�

Another freshman Philadelphia product is Matiss 
Kulackovskis who originally comes from Saldus, Latvia. 
Kulackovskis is a stretch four who does a bit more than just 
spotting up. He moves well on the floor and can run off 
screens to catch and shoot. He uses his dribble well on the 
perimeter against other bigs to create separation. He will 
need to get a lot stronger for the defensive end, scoring in 
the post and helping on the glass but he could be an early 
sleeper with his ability to shoot the ball. He knocked down 
40 percent from three as a senior.   
 
 Matt Fox worked himself into action from day one 
and was a pleasant surprise all season shooting the ball. 
He had by far a career best season.  He knocked down 33 
of 88 threes on the season which was tied for fourth on the 
team despite seeing only 15.8 minutes per game. He 
doesn't do much offensively other than shoot the three and 
130 of his 154 career field goal attempts have been threes. 
He is a fantastic free throw shooter but rarely gets to the 
line. He does a nice job hustling on the glass but he has to 
be more consistent from game to game. As a senior it will 
be interesting to see what role he etches out for himself. 
 

Defense 
  
 If the Falcons are going to move up the standings 
their improvement will need to start at this end of the floor. 
Teams scored entirely too easy on the Falcons. They gave 
up a 80.4 points per game in conference while allowing 
teams to convert 49% of their attempts in conference. Both 
areas will need to drop significantly. Part of the issue is the 
lack of a rim protector inside. They lost their leading shot 
blocker Worrell from last season and he led the team with 
only 12 on the season. With additional size and athleticism 
up front, there is potential for improvement here if some of 
the newcomers live up to potential early. They do a nice job 
on the glass and return one of the best rebounders in the 
league in Wiggins. They did a nice job taking the ball away 
from their opponent but lose their top two steals leaders 
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and three of their top four. The young guards will need to 
step up at this end of the floor.  
 

Offense 
 
 Last season the Falcons struggled on the 
offensive end of the floor. They finished 10th in the league 
in scoring at 73.6 points per game. They weren't very 
efficient either as they finished 11th in FG% converting on 
only 42.5% of their attempts. They lose their top two 
scorers and will rely on some youngsters to step up and 
show progress. Fortunately for the Falcons their leading 
scorers were some of their least efficient players so things 
could improve. Especially if they work the ball inside more 
to Wiggins who finished 16th in the MAC in FG% at 48.7%. 
They are slightly below average as a three-point shooting 
team finishing 8th in three-point percentage at 34.2%.The 
offense throws away easy points from the line. They 
finished last in free throw percentage at 66.7%. The lack of 
shooting and the lack of creators led to the team finishing 
9th in the league in assists with only 12.2 per game. They 
should expect to see an uptick in ball movement this 
season after several seasons in a row near the bottom of 
the pack in that category.  
 

Outlook 
 
 The East is as vulnerable as it has been in years. 
With coaching changes and roster turnover the Falcons 
could be on the swing up. They are still young in critical 
spots but they are building a rotation and have one of the 
best interior players in the league. They finished with a 3-
12 record away from the Stroh Center and it will be hard to 
ask young players to turn that around completely. If they 
can flip that however to 6-9 and play a bit better defensively 
game in and game out this could be a team that can win 18 
games or so and move into the top 3 in the East.   
 
Fourth in the East  
 

Bowling Green  
2017-2018 Schedule  

Home Games in ALL CAPS  
 
DATE OPPONENT 
November 10 @ Drexel 
November 13 SOUTH DAKOTA 
November 18 FLORIDA GULF COAST # 
November 20 LAKE ERIE COLLEGE 
November 24 Abilene Christian ^ 
November 25 USC - Upstate ^ 
November 26 Campbell University MTE ^ 
November 29 SAN JOSE STATE 
December 2 @ Norfolk State 
December 5 EVANSVILLE 
December 9 @ Old Dominion 
December 21 @ Green Bay 
December 28 LOURDES 
January 2 MIAMI 
January 6 @ Eastern Michigan 
January 9 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
January 13 @ Akron 
January 16 @ Miami 
January 20 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
January 23 @ Northern Illinois 
January 27 @ Toledo 
January 30 OHIO 
February 3 KENT STATE 
February 6 @ Ball State 
February 10 EASTERN MICHIGAN 
February 13 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
February 17 @ Buffalo 
February 20 AKRON 
February 24 @ Kent State 
February 27 @ Ohio 
March 2 BUFFALO 
March 5-10 @ MAC Tournament 
# Bill Frack Tournament, Bowling Green, OH 
^ Campbell University MTE Opener, Buies Creek, NC
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��������AKRON ZIPS ��������
Head Coach:  John Groce 
Arena:  James A. Rhodes Arena 
NCAA Tournament Record (last):  0-4 (2013) 
Overall Record:  26-8, 14-4 (First in East) 
 
Roster  
Name CL Ht Wt PO Hometown 

Malcolm Duvivier Gr 6-2 210 G Toronto, ON 

Jimond Ivey Sr 6-4 200 G Cleveland, OH 

Craig Eubanks Sr 6-4 200 F Cleveland, OH 

Emmanuel Olojakpoke So-R 6-8 190 F Houston, TX 

Daniel Utomi So-R 6-6 215 F Houston, TX 

Chrstian Jackson * So-R 5-8 160 G Chicago, IL 

Deng Riak * So-R 6-10 225 F Melbourne, VIC 

Eric Hester * So-R 6-3 167 G Oldsmar, FL 

Marquelle McIntyre So 5-10 175 G Greensboro, NC 

Jaden Sayles Fr 6-9 235 F Cincinnati, OH 

Eric Parrish Fr 6-6 195 F Houston, TX 

Mark Kostelac Fr 6-11 250 C Cleveland, OH 

Virshon Cotton Fr 6-1 165 G Milwaukee, WI 

Torrey Patton  Fr 6-4 195 G Trotwood, OH 
*  Will sit out the 2017-18 season due to NCAA Transfer rules 
 
Returning player statistics  
Name Gms Minutes Pts Rbs Ast Stls Blks FG% FT% 3 P% 

Jimond Ivey 36 29.2 10.2 5.8 2.0 1.1 0.3 .520 .767 .337 

Daniel Utomi 30 9.6 4.8 1.2 0.3 0.3 0.1 .446 .692 .419 

Emmanuel Olojakpoke 33 5.9 2.4 1.4 0.0 0.1 0.6 .686 .500 .000 

Craig Eubanks 4 6.5 2.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.3 .600 .000 .500 

Marquelle McIntyre 4 1.3 0.3 0.8 0.3 0.0 0.0 .000 .500 .000 
 
Key off-season losses  
Player Position Leaves 
Isaiah Johnson Center Graduation 

Kwan Cheatham Forward Graduation 

Josh Williams Guard Transferred to Robert Morris 

Tavian Dunn-Martin Guard Transferred to Duquesne 

Antino Jackson Guard Transferred to New Mexico 

Noah Robotham Guard Transferred to UNLV 

Michael Hughes Center Transferred to Duquesne 

Ty Dalton Guard Transferred to Colby CC 

Aaron Jackson Small Forward Transferred to East Carolina 
 
Key off-season additions  
Player Position Arrives as 
Jaden Sayles Forward Freshman 
Eric Parrish Forward Freshman 
Mark Kostelac Center Freshman 
Torrey Patton Guard Freshman  
Loren Jackson Guard Transfer from Long Beach State 
Eric Hester Guard Transfer from Florida 
Deng Riak Power Forward Transfer from East Carolina 
Malcolm Duvivier Shooting Guard Transfer from Oregon State 



Page 24 of 55 
2017-18 MAC Basketball Preview 
Brad Mathews / Midampub LLC 

Overview 
 
 Wow what a difference an offseason makes. The 
Zips went from alpha team in the MAC to possibly a cellar 
dweller in a matter of weeks. And this has nothing to do 
with new head coach John Groce. Last year the Zips won 
the MAC regular season title. Coach Dambrot was named 
MAC Coach of the Year. Isaiah Johnson was named the 
Player of the Year winner. Then the wheels came off. The 
Zips suffered a crushing defeat in the MAC Tournament 
Finals to rival Kent State. They followed that up with a 
blowout loss to Texas Arlington in the NIT. Coach Dambrot, 
an Akron native, quickly took a 7 year deal with Duquesne. 
The roster already with two major losses due to graduation, 
lost an entire backcourt rotation with transfers from Antonio 
Jackson, Tavian Dunn-Martin, Josh Williams, and Noah 
Robotham. The losses didn't stop there as nine players left 
the program in total. New Head Coach Groce now has to 
rebuild a program that has no business being in this 
position. Dambrot's departure didn't leave this program in 
very good shape. If Groce's first recruiting class is any 
indication of how quickly he will rebuild the program, it 
won't take long and the league is going to be in trouble.  
 

 
 
Projected Starting Lineup 
G Torrey Patton 
G Malcolm Duvivier 
F Jimond Ivey 
F Daniel Utomi 
C Mark Kostelac 

 

Back Court 
 

 The backcourt took a beating when Dambrot left. 
So Groce is going to have to completely rebuild it. He starts 
with Torrey Patton from Trotwood, Ohio. Patton is a big 
physical point guard who is solid across the board. He 
averaged 20.7 points, 9.1 rebounds, 5.8 assists, and 4 
steals per game as a senior falling one game short of the 
state title. He can play both backcourt spots due to his 
athleticism and size. He has the ability to knock down the 
three either on the catch or off the dribble but he will need 
to work on his consistency to command respect from there. 
His strength is getting to the basket. He uses a lot of 
behind the back dribbles and spin moves to get open. 
Despite this he never seems to play too fast. He anticipates 
well defensively and has quick hands.   

 
The biggest breakout player for the Zips was 

Jimond Ivey. As a sophomore he finished fourth on the 
team in scoring hitting double-digits. He is the team's 
leading returning scorer and may get an opportunity to take 
another  step this season. Given his role on the team he 
was pretty consistent. There were many times they didn't 
utilize him enough. He was the team's most dangerous 
player on several occasions. He is aggressive, athletic, and 
strong and knows how to drive and draw contact. He is 
really good and efficient pulling up in the mid-range. He 
finished second on the team in free throw makes and 
attempts with 79 and 103 respectively. He runs the floor on 
the break like a truck and he finishes as well as anyone in 
the MAC. He is willing to and capable of making the extra 
pass. He helps on the glass and finished third on the team 
with 5.8 per game. He will have more responsibility as the 
team's leading returning rebounder. He anticipates nice on 
the defensive end using his length and quickness to take 
the ball away. He is one of the league's best all-around 
players and should get an opportunity to shine this season.  
 
 Some much needed backcourt depth and scoring 
punch was added with graduate transfer Malcolm Duvivier 
from Oregon State. In his first three seasons as a Beaver, 
he played in 95 games, averaged 6.6 points, 2.0 rebounds, 
2.0 assists while shooting 38.9% from the floor and 35.1% 
from behind the arc. He sat out his senior season for 
personal reasons. He is a power guard who can take the 
ball to the basket and finish with power. He has the 
quickness to put it on the floor and use his dribble to get 
where he wants on the floor. He isn't very efficient as a 
scorer. He can knock down a three but is extremely 
inconsistent from game to game. He isn't a point guard but 
he can help create shots for others. Defensively he does a 
nice job creating turnovers but he can be sucked in to 
committing fouls. He is a perfect addition to a rebuilding 
program. He could come in and make a huge impact in the 
scoring column and help this team stay afloat until next 
season.  
 
 Virshon Cotton is a small point guard but he is 
quick and a slick ball handler. When he puts the ball on the 
floor he is difficult to stay in front of. He sees the floor well 
and has the ability to slip the ball to a teammate once he is 
in the paint. He makes a ton of no look passes catching the 
defense off guard. He runs the floor well and can finish or 
pass in transition. When he looks to score, he can get to 
the rim or knock down the open three. As a senior he 
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averaged 15 points, 6 assists, and shot 39% from three. He 
has quick hands and nice anticipation on the defensive 
end. He will need to get stronger to keep bigger guards out 
of the paint but he should pressure the ball well full court.  
  
 Groce signed a fantastic transfer with ex-Florida 
point guard Eric Hester. Hester will sit out the 2017-18 
season. He played limited minutes as a freshman but when 
he did he was a excellent three-point shooter.   
 
 Long Beach State transfer point guard Loren 
Jackson will have to sit out the 2017-18 season. He is a 
fantastic lead guard who excels in the open court. He is 
well rounded. He averaged 5.8 points as a freshman at 
Long Beach State dishing out 1.5 assists per game.  
 

Front Court 
 
 Sophomore Daniel Utomi has a chance to have a 
breakout season. He didn't get a ton of minutes on the 
season since he was coming off the bench behind some 
upper classmen. But those guys are gone now and there 
are many minutes to be had. There were several games he 
showed his talent exploding from three and being active in 
the paint getting to the line. He knocked down a season 
high 5 threes twice and took a season high 7 free throws 
against Radford. He is strong, quick, and can put the ball 
on the floor and get to the basket. It is difficult to knock him 
off balance and he can flip it in when he hears the whistle. 
He didn't rebound like he did in high school but has been a 
good rebounder until last season. He will work hard 
defensively but he can be beat by bigger skillful players 
inside. He won't block many shots or be able to contest 
against bigger players.  
 
 Little used forward Emmanuel Olojakpoke showed 
a lot of promise throughout the season. He is long and 
athletic and can be intimidating around the rim. When he is 
playing well he is active on the glass. Offensively he is still 
raw and limited. He has the hands to catch the ball inside 
and he finishes around the basket with layups and dunks. 
He will need to develop a consistent mid-range jumper and 
a couple moves with his back to the basket. He is still pretty 
thin and lacks necessary strength to bang inside 
consistently. He could see a lot of action this season as the 
Zips transition to Groce and his roster.  
 
 Coach Groce’s first signee was big man Mark 
Kostelac. Kostelac brings a big skilled inside presence at 
6'11" and 250 pounds.  Kostelac isn't overly quick but he 
has nice feet and has nice balance when he spins and 
plays over his shoulders. He makes himself big in the post 
and has nice hands to catch it in traffic. He isn't very 
explosive, plays under the rim and scores with finesse 
around the rim. He is an outstanding passer with his back 
to the basket if you allow him to survey the court. What 
makes him dangerous is he is capable of stepping out near 
the three point line. He has good strength and rebounds 
well in his space but he will need to get  more aggressive 
on the glass. He will do a decent job defending the post but 
may struggle early on away from the basket. With a thin 
roster this season he should get the opportunity 
immediately whether it's as a starter or off the bench.  
 
 Freshman power forward 6'9" Jaden Sayles could 
help with a big body off the bench but most likely will need 

some time to get used to the D1 game. He is big, physical, 
and efficient around the basket. He has to work on his back 
to the basket game. He has the ability to step out and 
knock down a perimeter shot. He will need to work on his 
rebounding. He didn't dominate on the glass in high school 
pulling down only 4.9 per game as a senior. He is a decent 
shot blocker and defender in the paint.  
 
 Another top tier transfer, Deng Riak, from East 
Carolina will sit out the 2017-18 season. The former 4-star 
nig man will bring athleticism and skill up front. He has solid 
handles for a big man that allows him to put it on the floor 
and get to the rim. He is a good rebounder. He pulled in 5.2 
per game in 21.3 minutes at East Carolina. He should be a 
better shot blocker than what he showed. He has nice 
touch around the rim and will score over his shoulder but 
he can make a mid-range jumper. He will stretch out to the 
three but he doesn't take a ton of them.  
 
                Senior Craig Eubanks only saw action in 4 
games last season and none after December 7th. With a 
thin and inexperienced bench he has a chance to see 
some rotational minutes. He is an athletic wing who can 
finish at the rim on the break. He isn’t great at creating his 
own offense but he is a solid catch and shoot player. He 
knocked down 36.8% of his threes during his career at 
Missouri State university West Plains. He is quick 
defensively and should be able to add some ball pressure 
on the perimeter.  
 
 Freshman Eric Parrish brings nice size and 
shooting from the wing. He has to get stronger and work on 
his ball handling. When he puts it on the floor and he rarely 
gets to the basket.  
 

Defense 
  
 Coach Groce will need to figure eout exactly how 
he can play defense and may have to try several different 
schemes in year one. No one on the roster is experienced. 
He does have some nice athletes on the roster however so 
he could deploy several styles. Dambrot always seemed to 
figure out how to get his group to defend. Last season was 
no exception. They finished 3rd in scoring defense at 70.8 
points per game. They were below middle of the pack 
however in field goal percentage allowing team to knock 
down 44% of their attempts. They really struggled on the 
perimeter last season and finished last in three-point 
percentage. His roster should be a bit smaller up front, 
more athletic and versatile, longer in the backcourt, and 
quicker than last season. So that is an area they should be 
better. The Zips were big and physical last season and the 
best defensive rebounding team in the league. The will 
likely drop there as they will be smaller and inexperienced. 
Olojakpoke and Kostelac could improve the shot blocking if 
they win some consistent minutes.  
 

Offense 
  
 The Zips will be interesting on both sides of the 
ball. What they deploy this season and what Groce wants 
to do long term may be different. For four years the Zips 
had Johnson inside to work the ball through and sharp 
shooters all around him. Now they basically have two guys 
who have been proven scorers at the division one level and 
promising sophomore Daniel Utomi. History shows 
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inconsistency with Groce's offenses anyway. He will need 
to figure out early on the identity of his team and if anyone 
is capable of being a go to guy beyond Ivey and Duvivier. 
Look for Groce to take advantage of young shooters and 
take a fair amount of threes this season.  
 

Outlook 
  
 Coach Groce is a good coach who has proven 
that he can be successful in the MAC. If all of the Zips had 
stuck around he could have worked with them and led them 
to contention. With their departures, he simply isn't going to 
have the horses this season to consistently win games on 
the road. Teams better get them while they can however 
because his recruiting class is off the charts. Many of them 
need to sit out the season after transferring but should 
immediately make the Zips one of the league's best again.  
  
Fifth in the East 
 

Akron Zips  
2017-2018 Schedule  

Home Games in ALL CAPS  
 
DATE OPPONENT 
November 11 CLEVELAND STATE * 
November 18 UT MARTIN 
November 25 @ Dayton 
November 28 UT CHATTANOOGA 
December 2 @ Marshall 

December 6 IPFW 
December 9 APPALACHIAN STATE 
December 16 MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE 
December 22 USC # 
December 23 TBA # 
December 25 TBA # 
December 29 CONCORD 
January 2 @ Western Michigan 
January 5 @ Toledo 
January 9 BUFFALO 
January 13 BOWLING GREEN 
January 16 @ Eastern Michigan 
January 20 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
January 23 OHIO 
January 27 @ Ball State 
January 30 @ Miami 
February 3 TOLEDO 
February 6 @ Ohio 
February 10 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
February 13 BALL STATE 
February 17 @ Kent State 
February 20 BOWLING GREEN 
February 24 MIAMI 
February 27 @ Buffalo 
March 2 KENT STATE 
March 5-10 MAC Tournament 
#  Hawaiian Airlines Diamond Head Classic, Honolulu, HI 
* Coaches vs Cancer, Akron, Ohio�
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������MIAMI (OH) UNIVERSITY REDHAWKS ��������
Head Coach:  Jack Owens 
Arena:  John D. Millett Hall 
NCAA Tournament Record (last):  6-19 (2007) 
Overall Record:  11-21, 4-14 (Sixth in East) 
 
Roster  
Name CL Ht Wt PO Hometown 

Logan McLane Sr 6-9 239 F Winterville, NC 
Roderick Mills Sr 6-7 220 F Cincinnati, OH 
Abdoulaye Harouna Sr 6-5 178 G Niamey, Niger 
Jake Wright  Jr-R 6-4 190 G Hopkins, MN 
Darrian Ringo Jr 6-2 175 G Brownsburg, IN 
Grant Pitman Jr 6-4 195 G Cincinnati, OH 
Milos Jovic So 6-4 180 G Leskovac, Serbia 
Darius Harper So 6-9 295 C Springfield, OH 
Bam Bowman So 6-8 270 F Bowling Green, KY 
Precious Ayah Fr-R 6-6 207 F Bayelsa State, Nigeria 
Jalen Adaway Fr 6-5 200 G Logansport, IN 
Dalonte Brown Fr 6-7 200 F Toledo, OH 
Isaiah Coleman-Lands Fr 6-0 160 G Indianapolis, IN 
Nike Sibande Fr 6-3 175 G Indianapolis, IN 
Michael Ritchie Fr 6-5 185 F Mt. Prospect, IL 
* Will sit out the 2017-18 season due to NCAA transfer rules 
  
Returning player statistics  
Name Gms Minutes Pts Rbs Ast Stls Blks FG% FT% 3 P% 
Logan McLane 30 27.6 11.8 6.5 1.5 1.1 0.7 .533 .676 .216 
Jake Wright 32 26.6 9.1 1.6 0.4 0.4 0.0 .379 .929 .351 
Rod Mills 32 22.0 7.1 3.1 0.8 0.7 0.2 .433 .645 .318 
Abdoulaye Harouna 30 25.3 6.7 2.4 1.0 1.3 0.2 .341 .711 .315 
Darius Harper 30 12.0 2.9 2.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 .438 .310 .000 
Milos Jovic 29 14.4 2.9 1.1 1.1 0.6 0.2 .436 .267 .379 
 
Key off-season losses  
Player   
Jake Bischoff Guard Graduation 
Michael Weathers Guard Transferred to Oklahoma State 
Marcus Weathers Forward Transferred to Duquesne 
Bruno Solomun Forward Transferred to Northwood (DII) 
Ben Kazee Forward Transferred to Gulf Coast State College 
Zach McCormick Guard Transferred  
Derrick Daniels Forward Transferred  
Dion Wade Guard Left team 
 
Key off-season additions  
Player Position Arrives as 
Jalen Adaway Guard Freshman 
Dalonte Brown Forward Freshman 
Darrian Ringo Guard Transfer from Midland College 
Isaiah Coleman-Lands Guard Freshman 
Nike Sibande Shooting Guard Freshman 
Bam Bowman Center Transfer  
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Overview 
 
Another era starts for Miami (Ohio) as Jack 

Owens becomes the RedHawks the 27th coach in Miami  
(Ohio) history. Owens had a successful nine year run with 
Purdue as an assistant. The RedHawks haven't had a 
winning season since the 2008-2009 season. For the last 
several seasons it appeared that the RedHawks were in 
rebuilding mode every year. This season seems like this is 
no exception but the roster isn't quite as bare as it has 
been in years past. They did lose their top two freshman 
from last season including Freshman of the Year Michael 
Weathers. The roster returns four seniors and junior who 
were with the program last season. The recruiting class is 
solid for his first class and should give the program a shot 
in the arm over the next several seasons. This is a program 
that is used to winning and wants to get back to the top of 
the mountain.   
 
Projected Starting Lineup 
G Darrian Ringo 
G Jake Wright 
G Jalen Adaway 
F Logan McLane 
F Darius Harper 
 

Back Court 
 

The enormous loss of last season’s Freshman of 
the Year Michael Weathers opens the door for freshman 
Isaiah Coleman-Lands. He comes in as more of a scorer 
than a true point-guard. He is fantastic shooting the ball 
from behind the arc. He can pull up in transition, spot up in 
the half court or run off screens. He has the ability to drive 
and make a play for someone. He will use his pull up 
jumper more often than not when he starts his penetration. 
He is more shifty than fast with the ball maneuvering in the 
paint. He moves well on the defensive end and could be a 
solid defender at this level. Taller or stronger guards may 
give him fits at the defensive end. He should get a chance 
to see significant point guard minutes as a freshman. 

 
 Junior college transfer Darrian Ringo will see 
significant action at the point. He is extremely quick and 
shifty as a ball handler. He sees the floor well and can get 
the ball to his teammate in scoring position. His explosive 
first step allows him to get into the paint and his strength 
allows him to score at the rim. He has a funky shot from the 
perimeter and he has to work to improve his consistency. 
He hasn't been very successful to this point in his career. 
Defensively he can pressure the ball full court and he has 
quick hands to disrupt and cause turnovers.  
 
 New Head Coach Jack Owens' first signing was a 
pretty good one. Jalen Adaway is a big 6'5" athletic guard 
who can really get the rebuild jump started. Adaway is a big 
explosive guard who plays well above the rim and finishes 
with power. He was a stat sheet stuffer as a senior 
averaging 15.7 points, 8 rebounds, 3.4 assists, 1.1 steals 
and 2.5 blocks. He is exceptional on the offensive glass. 
He has good handles and can create his own shot. Adaway 
can step out to the three point line. Defensively he is long 
enough, fast enough and strong enough to defend several 

positions. He has the potential to make an impact on both 
ends of the floor immediately.   
 
 During the first 8 games of the season it looked 
like Jake Wright was everything he was touted to be. But 
the rest of the season he was too inconsistent and too 
average. In those 8 games he shot 41% and made 26 
threes. He made on 45 the rest of the way ending with one 
less made three than his freshman season and a 35.1% 
conversion rate.  He will try to drive occasionally but he isn't 
very efficient doing it. It's usually just a dribble to get 
separation. He won't rebound or create a shot for a 
teammate. He is a pure spot up shooter. He works 
defensively but he must get a lot better and effective. He 
has two more seasons in the system and should be better 
in year two of the league.  
 

 
Abdoulaye Harouna photo by Joe Scalfaro 
 
 Abdoulaye Harouna is a physical defensive 
presence. He can really lock down the perimeter. He is 
long, quick and athletic with the ability to knock the ball 
away from his opponent or shoot a passing lane to take the 
ball away. His issue is that he plays so hard at that end of 
the floor he gets into foul trouble. He doesn't help a ton on 
the glass but he is capable during times to have a big 
game. That is where he is offensively. He isn't a consistent 
threat from the field but he can have games where he is an 
explosive scorer. He can finish in transition as well as 
anyone on the team. The Redhawks were such a poor 
shooting three point team that Harouna's 29 made three's 
were second on the team. He will have a role as a 
defensive stopper on this team. He could be in for a solid 
senior season if he can cut down on the fouls.  
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 Guard Milos Jovic was all over the board with 
minutes in the first 21 games. But he became a consistent 
presence in the team's final 11 games. He averaged 23 
minutes, 4.5 points, 1.4 assists, and 50% from the field. On 
the season he hit 11 of 29 from three. Moving him off the 
ball as he matures should help him as a shooter. He moves 
well without the ball and gets himself open looks. His 
versatility will help Coach Owens in his first season since 
he can play multiple positions.  
 
 Coach Owens fifth member of his inaugural 
signing class is shooting guard Nike Sibande. Sibande is 
an explosive athlete who can get to the basket with his 
handle and quickness then elevate and dunk on his 
opponent. He is a scorer who can knock down an open 
three or create a shot for himself in the half court. His 
three-point shooting really improved as a senior. His lift 
help him on the glass where he is a fantastic rebounder for 
his size and it helps him block shots in transition or on help 
defense. He is quick and has the potential to be a lock 
down defender at this level. He averaged 22,0 points and 
7.2 boards per game as a senior on his way to being 
named to the 2017 IBCA Subway Senior All-State Supreme 
15 as one of the top 15 players in Indiana. He should be 
able to find his way into the rotation right away as a 
freshman.  
 
 Grant Pitman is a junior who spent time at the Air 
Force Academy Prep where he averaged 10 points and five 
boards per game. He moves well without the ball and really 
shoots well from three once he can catch and release. He 
can handle the ball well on the break and set up a 
teammate. He is smart and can play the point a bit but 
doesn't penetrate much. When he is looking to score he will 
pump fake and use the dribble to get space to pull up. 
Defensively he hustles and moves his feet well. He doesn't 
give up on a play which helps him be effective at that end 
of the floor.  
 

Front Court 
 
 Big man Logan McLane finally broke out as the 
player everyone expected to see as a freshman. McLane 
finished second on the team in scoring at 11.8, he led the 
team in rebounding at 6.5, and he shot an outstanding 
53.3%. He took a huge step back from behind the arc 
making only 8 of 37 on the season. He can score a  little bit 
with his back to the basket but it isn't a strength. He is at 
his best facing up, putting the ball on the floor, and getting 
to the rim. He does a nice job of drawing contact but isn't 
much of a free throw shooter. He isn't much of a shot 
blocker but he had some moments last season. He is much 
better using his length and quickness and coming up with 
the steal. He tired down t eh stretch and his numbers took 
a hit across the board. With more help inside, he could take 
another leap forward as a senior.   
 
 Rod Mills was a bit better as a junior but didn't 
make the leap the team was looking for. He could still make 
that leap in his final season in a new system. There were 
times he looked like he could be an all-conference player 
and other times you wondered if he was on the floor. He 
can get out in transition and score. When he can get some 
easy buckets he can get on a roll. If not, he is a streaky 
player. His 31.4% three-point percentage isn't good enough 
for a guy who takes so many. On a team that wasn't very 
good from the perimeter his 27 made threes were third best 

on the team. He will attempt to rebound but at times he is 
overpowered and misses out of a lot of rebounds.   

 

  
Rod Mills photo by Joe Scalfaro 
 
 Darius Harper, the 6'9" 295 pound big man, didn't 
have the impact expected as a freshman even on a team 
that lacked size. He played in 30 games and averaged 12 
minutes per game but the minutes were all over the board. 
He averaged only 6 minutes per game in 5 of the last 6 
games of the season and didn't play in the final game of the 
season against Western Michigan. Offensively he is limited 
around the basket. He has the strength to take a bump and 
score but he needs to get more aggressive with the ball in 
his hands. He only took 29 free throws on the season and 
converted on only 9. He showed signs on the glass but has 
to do a better job at going to get the ball and not waiting for 
it to come to him. He and McLane are again the only two 
true big men on the roster. Harper's development inside will 
be critical to the RedHawks making progression as a team.  
  

The fourth commit from Coach Owens class is 
freshman forward Dalonte Brown. Brown, who originally 
signed with Tennessee-Martin, was named the Toledo City 
Player of the Year as a senior after averaging 22.1 points 
per game. He is a slender and athletic forward who can 
score inside and outside. He can put the ball on the floor 
and get to the basket. Brown is quick off the floor and does 
a nice job on the offensive glass. His presence will help on 
the defensive end with his length and quickness. He will 
have to compete for minutes with three senior wings but 
should be able to find his way into the rotation.  

 
Precious Ayah redshirted last season due to injury 

and missed on potential playing time and experience. The 
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Nigerian will bring a little versatility to the rotation and a lot 
of athleticism. He is springy around the rim and in the paint 
and a ball of energy. A year sitting out may have helped 
him with his strength and his development of his three. He 
had the ability to knock down a three coming into school 
but it wasn't a strength. He is fast in transition both 
offensively and defensively. He finishes above the rim on 
offense and comes up with a ton of blocks on defense. 
While there is a lot of buzz around the recruiting class, the 
health of Ayah maybe overlooked.   
 
 Having a nickname like Bam is fitting for 6'8", 270 
pound Darrell "Bam" Bowman. He played one season at 
Shawnee Community College before transferring to Miami. 
He averaged 9.8 points and 6.2 boards per game. He will 
have three years of eligibility remaining with the 
RedHawks. Coach Owens believes Bowman can help the 
team immediately by giving them an inside presence. He 
has nimble feet for his size and can catch the ball in traffic. 
He could help bring some inside toughness on the glass as 
well. This is a team that really struggled to secure the 
glass.  
 
 Freshman Michael Ritchie is a smart heady player 
who understands how to play and always seems to be in 
the right spot. He can play inside or outside against certain 
lineups. He will get in and mix it up for boards. He is at his 
best however shooting the three. When he gets a chance 
to square up he is really efficient from behind the arc. He 
knocked down 42% as a senior. He won't likely see many 
minutes this season but could see spot playing time to 
open up things inside.  
 

Defense 
  

The RedHawks weren't terrible defensively last 
season but they certainly were inconsistent. Overall they 
held opponents to 74.5 points per game (7th) but there 
were too many games where they gave up 83 one game 
and 66 the next. They held opponents to 43,2% shooting 
which was good for fifth in the MAC. There isn't much size 
coming in with the newcomers and no real shot blocking 
presence. They lacked an interior presence last season 
and lost the Weathers brothers who finished first and third 
respectively on the team in blocks. Michael Weathers also 
led the team in steals, assists, scoring, free throws, and 
finished third in rebounds so his loss hurts the team in all 
areas. Overall this was a poor rebounding team who 
finished 11th in defensive rebounds and will rely on 
newcomers to fix the issue. The team will be a bit more 
athletic this season which should help this end of the floor 
quicker than the offensive end.    
 

Offense 
 
 The RedHawks have been a poor offensive team 
for the last several seasons. Cooper simply couldn't find the 
right mix and match to consistently score so Owens will 
have his work cut out for him. There weren't too many 
areas where Miami didn't finish near the bottom. The 
finished last in the league posting only 70.3 points per 
game. They were horribly inefficient from all levels, finishing 
9th in field goal percentage, 8th in free throw percentage, 
and 12th in three-point percentage converting on only 
30.8%. Throw in the fact that they finished last in offensive 
rebounding and they weren't getting many second chance 

opportunities. The inefficient shooting led to the team 
distributing only 11.4 assists per game which was 10th in 
the league. They return only 1 player in double figures at 
11.8 points. Owens will rely on young inexperienced 
players all season.  
 

Outlook 
 
The loss of the Weathers twins really set back the 

rebuild and is going to make Coach Owens job twice as 
hard this season. Expect one of the freshman to post big 
numbers because someone has to be featured in the 
offense. But will they be able to put a team on their back 
and win consistently. Not in this league. It will be difficult to 
improve much on the 1-13 road record last season. The 
RedHawks are going to take their lumps all season but this 
is more about the future. The key will be to get the 
youngsters experience and make sure they show 
improvement and get better all season.  
 
Sixth in the East  
 

Miami (Ohio) RedHawks  
2017-2018 Schedule  

Home Games in ALL CAPS  
 
DATE OPPONENT 
November 10 @ Fordham 
November 14 WRIGHT STATE 
November 17 LIU Brooklyn # 
November 19 Hartford 
November 22 @ Tulane 
November 26 @ Austin Peay 
November 29 MIDWAY 
December 2 @ Western Illinois 
December 5 @ Missouri 
December 9 FORT WAYNE 
December 17 RIO GRANDE 
December 21 @ DePaul 
December 30 @ Ohio State 
January 2 @ Bowling Green 
January 6 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
January 9 KENT STATE 
January 13 @ Buffalo 
January 16 BOWLING GREEN 
January 20 BALL STATE 
January 23 @ Central Michigan 
January 27 EASTERN MICHIGAN 
January 30 AKRON 
February 3 @ Northern Illinois 
February 6 @ Western Michigan 
February 10 TOLEDO 
February 13 @ Eastern Michigan 
February 17 @ Ohio 
February 20 BUFFALO 
February 24 @ Akron 
February 27 @ Kent State 
March 2 OHIO 
March 5-10 MAC Tournament 
�����-�D�P�D�L�F�D���&�O�D�V�V�L�F���D�W���0�R�Q�W�H�J�R���%�D�\�����-�D�P�D�L�F�D��
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��������WESTERN MICHIGAN BRONCOS  

 
Head Coach:  Steve Hawkins  
Arena:  University Arena 
NCAA Tournament Record (last):  2-4 (2014) 
Overall Record:  16-16, 11-7 (Tie First in West) 
 
Roster  
Name CL Ht Wt PO Hometown 

Drake Lamont Sr 6-10 250 C Plantation, FL 
Thomas Wilder Sr 6-3 190 G Montgomery, IL 
Seth Dugan Jr 7-0 245 C Otsego, MI 
Ryan Wade Jr 5-9 175 G Laingsburg, MI 
Josh Davis Jr 6-5 190 G Detroit, MI 
Bryce Moore Jr 6-2 195 G Indianapolis, IN 
Maxwell Omili So 6-8 225 C Enugu, Nigeria 
Jared Printy So 6-4 185 G Cedar Rapids, IA 
Brandon Johnson So 6-8 225 F Chicago, IL 
Adida Ikongshul Fr 6-6 195 F Madison, IN 
Jarrin Randall So 5-11 165 G Chicago, IL 
Reggie Jones So 6-6 215 G Marion, IN 
T.J. Clifford Fr 6-7 220 F Downers Grove, IL 
Michael Flowers Fr 6-2 190 G Southfield, MI 
Jason Whitens Fr 6-5 195 G Powers, MI 
Kyle McDermed Fr 6-2 175 G Frankfort, IL 
 
Returning player statistics  
Name Gms Minutes Pts Rbs Ast Stls Blks FG% FT% 3 P% 
Thomas Wilder 32 31.7 19.3 4.3 3.8 1.3 0.4 .458 .832 .444 
Reggie Jones 32 23.0 9.4 3.5 2.3 1.2 0.3 .449 .729 .404 
Brandon Johnson 32 23.0 8.0 5.5 0.7 0.4 0.6 .515 .580 .313 
Drake LaMont 32 19.4 6.9 4.7 0.3 0.3 0.6 .526 .567 .000 
Seth Dugan 32 19.7 6.1 5.4 0.6 0.5 0.6 .532 .571 .000 
Bryce Moore 31 24.7 5.1 1.7 1.3 0.6 0.1 .350 .632 .358 
Joeviair Kennedy 8 7.4 3.1 0.9 0.3 0.3 0.0 .478 1.000 .333 
Jarrin Randall 32 9.5 2.4 0.3 0.6 0.1 0.0 .315 .700 .245 
Josh Davis 28 9.8 2.0 1.1 0.6 0.5 0.1 .290 .478 .167 
Jared Printy 18 7.5 1.8 0.8 0.4 0.2 0.1 .391 .833 .474 
Maxwell Omili 9 1.9 0.2 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 .250 .000 .000 
Adida Ikongshul 21 6.2 0.2 1.5 0.1 0.1 0.0 .077 .400 .000 
 
Key off-season losses  
Player Position  
Tucker Haymond Forward Graduation 
Brandon Allen Guard Transferred to Lake Superior State 
 
Key off-season additions  
Player Position Arrives as 
T.J. Clifford Forward Freshman 
Michael Flowers Guard Freshman 
Jason Whitens Shooting Guard Freshman 
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Overview 
 
 What a turn around the Broncos made mid-MAC 
season. they started the season 6-14 and 2-6 in MAC play. 
From that point forward Coach Hawkins got the Broncos to 
go 10-2 to pull into a tie for the MAC West. their defense 
was outstanding during this stretch. They lose only one 
critical player from the rotation. They have the favorite for 
MAC Player of the Year in Thomas Wilder. Reggie Jones 
and Brandon Johnson showed great potential as freshmen. 
Coach Hawkins is one of the top coaches in the conference 
and continues to keep the Broncos relevant in the West. All 
of this points to the Broncos being in contention for the 
West title again.   
  
Projected Starting Lineup 
G Thomas Wilder 
G Bryce Moore 
G Reggie Jones 
F Brandon Johnson 
C Seth Dugan 
 

Back Court 
 

 
Thomas Wilder photo by Joe Scalfaro 
 
 The favorite for the MAC Player of the Year is 
guard Thomas Wilder. He is one of the most complete 
players in the league and as he goes, so go the Broncos. 
He was named First Team all MAC last season being the 
first Bronco since 2014 to make First Team. He finished 

fourth in the league in scoring last season and is the 
conference's leading returning scorer at 19.3 per game. He 
also finished 8th in the league in assists with 3.8 per game. 
He is extremely consistent. He scored in double figure in 31 
of his 32 games posting 9 in the other game. He led the 
MAC in three-point FG% at 44.4% and was fourth in FT% 
at 83.2%. He took the fifth most free throws in the league 
with 191. He is smooth and plays under control with the 
ball. He is able to use his speed and strength to get in the 
paint. He is able to slip to the rim, pull up for a jumper, or 
make a pass to setup a teammate. He takes great care of 
the ball and seems to always make the right play. On the 
defensive end, he has the speed, strength, and length to 
defend both backcourt positions. He has been among the 
league leaders in steals his entire career and that isn't likely 
to change this season. Wilder will go down as one of the 
best Broncos of all time. He is already in the top 11 all-time 
in several categories and could top the 2,000 career points 
this season.   
 

One of the Broncos better perimeter defenders is 
Bryce Moore and he was named the team's Defensive 
MVP last season. He is quick and defends multiple 
positions and does a nice job playing alongside Wilder to 
take defensive pressure off of him. Offensively he took 
better care of the ball and does a decent job creating shots 
for others but it isn’t his strength and he would struggle 
trying to be a primary distributor. He hasn’t developed 
much offensively. He can make a three showing slight 
improvement up to 35.8%. He struggles inside the arc 
however. Too often he is a non-factor on the offensive end 
of the floor. He consistently struggled against the leagues 
better defensive units. His defensive ability will keep him in 
the lineup but he may never get much better at the 
offensive end.  

 
                Sophomore point-guard Jarrin Randall is another 
guy who could throw in the three in high school but he 
struggled as a freshman. He came off the bench and 
played in 32 games last season.  He finished fifth on the 
team in three–point attempts and makes despite being 
eighth in minutes played but only converted 24.5% of his 
three point attempts. Most of his attempts last season were 
from behind the arc. He uses his dribble to find an opening 
for the three. He rarely takes the ball to the rim and will 
need to mix things up by using the threat of the three to set 
up the drive. He did a nice job distributing the ball but he 
must be better as a shot creator for others. He has the 
quickness at the defensive end to excel but lacks strength.  

 
                Jared Printy played in 18 games on the season 
and played in the last seven games of the Broncos season. 
He lived up to his shooting hype and knocked down 47.4% 
of his threes even though the sample size was small. He 
moves well without the ball and can catch and shoot off 
screens. He can use his dribble to get his own look behind 
the arc. As he matures, gets stronger, and gains 
experience he has the ability to be a tremendous weapon 
from deep.    

 
Guard Josh Davis took a step up as a sophomore. 

His minutes and role took a big hit in the second half of the 
season. In his first fourteen games he played 10 minutes or 
greater in thirteen of those games. In the final eighteen 
games of the season he only played more than 10 minutes 
in two games and logged five DNP’s. He scored only 4 total 
points in those games. In high school he was a really good 
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three point shooter. His shooting from three was worse in 
year two from .241 to .167. He still commits a lot of fouls 
when he sees minutes. He is a good athlete and has a ton 
of potential at both ends. If he can’t find his stroke however, 
he will be unplayable and be passed over pretty quickly.  

 
 Freshman guard Michael Flowers is a nice looking 
combo guard. He is strong physically and more smooth 
than quick or overly athletic. But he understands how to 
score. He uses a lot of hesitation and slick ball handling to 
get to the basket. He is a heady player who always seems 
to make the right play. The backcourt has a lot of depth and 
playing time will be difficult. 
 
 There is one word to describe freshman guard 
Jason Whitens. That word. Winner. No one at the high 
school level wins like Whitens. He set state records in four 
seasons for wins and games played. North Central won 
three straight Class D championships while going 108-1. 
Whitens can shoot the ball out to the three-point line either 
off the catch or dribble. He has fantastic strength and body 
control to get in the paint and score at the rim or by pulling 
up. He has the strength to score through contact. He is a 
good ball handler and fantastic passer. He sees the floor 
well and will slip a pass off to a teammate if you commit to 
him defensively. On the defensive side he is smart and 
knows where to be at all times. He plays hard and brings a 
lot of energy. He is a freshman who can step right in and 
help the team.  
 
 Ryan Wade didn't get in any action last season 
despite earning a scholarship in the previous off-season. 
What Wade lacks in size he makes up for in grit and 
toughness. He is a true point-guard who can push the ball 
in transition. In the half court he initiates the offense nicely. 
When he is open and his feet are set he can knock down 
the three. When he is off the ball, he moves well and 
comes hard off screens. Playing time will be limited again 
but Hawkins knows what Wade will bring if he needs him.   
 

Front Court  
 
 Reggie Jones had a fantastic freshman season. 
He started out slowly but picked it up about seven games in 
eventually being named to the All-MAC Freshman Team. 
Jones will need to overcome a little inconsistency from 
game to game because he will be a huge part of the 
offense. He is a good ball handler and distributor and he 
finished third on the team in assists with 2.3 per game. He 
can take the ball to the basket and he has the strength to 
score through contact. He is an efficient player inside and 
outside the arc. He has great body control to drive and pull 
up to knock down a mid-range jumper. He knocked down 
40.4% of his 89 three-point attempts. Defensively he can 
guard numerous position with his quickness and length. He 
can stay on the ball up top. He also shoots the passing 
lanes well where he gets a lot of steals. He has the chance 
to be an all-conference player sooner than later. 
 
 Sophomore Brandon Johnson battled through 
some inconsistencies as a freshman. But more often than 
not, he was pretty good. The big man played in all 32 
games finishing fourth on the team scoring 8.0 points per 
game. He is only the second freshman ever to start every 
game under Hawkins. He led the team in rebounding 
pulling in 5.5 per game and should improve with more 
strength. He is mobile for a big man and has the hands to 

catch and finish in transition. He showed the ability to hit 
the mid-range jumper and even stretched it out to the three 
on occasion. As he matures and gets stronger, he should 
knock down the three more as well as improve his scoring 
in the paint. He is already pretty efficient from the floor and 
finished 10th in league in FG% at 51.5%. He doesn't have 
a ton of moves with his back to the basket yet but he is 
agile and has nice footwork. Defensively he can move his 
feet and defend outside or inside. He tied for the team lead 
in blocks with 19 but as he sees more minutes expect him 
to climb over one per game.   
 
                There are times when Drake Lamont seems 
unstoppable inside. He has nice moves with his back to the 
basket and nice touch over his shoulders. He is strong, has 
nice feet, and is capable of backing down anyone in the 
league. He has to show more from mid-range and 
consistently step out to 15-17 feet. He didn’t pass the ball 
as he did as a sophomore but his minutes were also less 
per game. He showed a bit more on the glass on the 
defensive end, especially in the second half of the season. 
He really struggles defensively away from the basket and 
he doesn’t protect the rim at all for his size. He will play 
physical against anyone and hold his own. The 
development of Seth Dugan takes minutes away from 
Lamont but he should be a solid offensive weapon off the 
bench for the Broncos and he should have his best season 
as a senior.      
 
 Seth Dugan showed nice improvement as a 
sophomore and continues to show potential. It is time as a 
junior that he break out and live up to his potential. He was 
still too inconsistent from game to game. He has the 
potential to be a 10 and 7 guy this season. in just under 20 
minutes he finished second on the team in rebounds 
averaging 5.4 per game. He led the team in FG% at 53.2% 
but didn't qualify among the league leaders. It would have 
been good for sixth in the league. Because of his limited 
attempts, he finished sixth on the team with 6.1 points per 
game. He has soft touch on his shot. He can score over 
either shoulder. He can step out and knock down a mid-
range jumper. He does a nice job rebounding in his space. 
For the second consecutive year he didn't block many 
shots. He could get near one per game at some point but 
right now he has to get a lot better protecting the rim. He is 
a little foul prone which will hurt him as Hawkins tries to 
increase his minutes.  
 
 Adida Ikongshul got into 21 games and averaged 
6.2 minutes per game. He struggled shooting the ball last 
season in his limited action. He is extremely explosive 
inside and has to convert once he gets the ball inside. He 
showed the ability to knock down some jumpers in high 
school but didn't show that as a freshman. He is a really 
good rebounder and can make an impact on the glass if 
given minutes. At some point he could become a really 
good defender. He is quick, athletic, can block a shot and 
he has nice anticipation to shoot passing lanes and come 
up with steals.  
 
 Freshman TJ Clifford is a bit undersized for a post 
player but he has ability to play all three front court 
positions.  He plays hard and can get off the floor which 
helps him on the glass. He can score on the interior 
efficiently or step out and knock down a three. Clifford has 
long arms, quick instincts, and is mobile running the floor. He will 
give Hawkins a lot of flexibility and versatility over the next four 
seasons.  
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 Maxwell Omili is an athletic big man off the bench. 
He joined the team as a walk-on last season seeing action 
in 9 games. He likely won't see many more games this 
season getting on the floor in one sided games. He is raw 
offensively but can bounce off the floor around the rim. He 
is a good rebounder and could eventually provide some 
nice interior defense.  
 

Defense 
 
 The defense was pretty poor in the first half of the 
season but they turned it around in the final 10 games of 
the season as they went on their win streak. Eventually 
they finished 8th overall in scoring defense at 75.2 per 
game. Their strong finish however wasn't enough to climb 
out of the cellar in field goal percentage allowing teams to 
shoot 47.1% from the field. They didn't do much better from 
three as teams converted on 36.2% of their attempts 
behind the arc which was 11th in the league. The Broncos 
are a good defensive rebounding team. For the size they 
bring to the lineup, this is not a good shot blocking team. 
They swatted only 2.8 per game and no one on the team 
swatted more than 0.6 per game. It doesn't appear that 
they have potential to take a significant step here either. 
Wilder and Jones did all the damage taking the ball away 
last season and need to do a better job as a team. They 
will need to play all season like they did in the second half 
to win the West and be real contenders for the Tournament 
title.  
 

Offense 
 
 For the second season in a row, the offense 
heavily relied on Wilder and Haymond night in and night 
out. Once Jones and Johnson got going however the 
Broncos were a bit more balanced. They still finished 9th in 
scoring per game at 75.5 and need to get a bit more 
efficient off the bench. The starters were highly efficient but 
he role players were pretty bad. Wilder is extremely good 
from the line but the bigs are bad. Team could take 
advantage of that late in games if someone doesn't step 
up. As a team they finished 5th in percentage at 70.4% but 
if you eliminate Wilder and Haymond the team shot 60.8%. 
As a team they aren't very creative and finished 7th in the 
league in assists per game. They rely on a few playmakers. 
Someone will need to replace Haymond who was second 
on the team in assists per game.   
 

Outlook 
  
 Can they play the entire season like they finished 
the season last year. Was it a sign of things to come or 
nice matchups on the schedule? They will need to play 

better at both ends to be a legit title contender. They have 
the league's top player but for a 3rd straight season Wilder 
had a bad game to end their season. He can't go 8 for 22 
very often for this team to contend. However, I am a 
believer in Jones, Johnson, and Dugan and think all three 
are due to make significant strides this season. If that 
happens they should have more than enough to hold off 
the Cardinals.  
 
First in the West 
 

Western Michigan Broncos  
2017-2018 Schedule  

Home Games in ALL CAPS  
 
DATE OPPONENT 
November 11 SIENA HEIGHTS COLLEGE 
November 13 @ South Carolina 
November 16 vs Tulsa # 
November 17 TBD  # 
November 19 TBD  # 
November 25 NORTHWOOD UNIVERSITY 
November 28 @ Saint Louis 
December 2 OAKLAND 
December 6 CLEVELAND STATE 
December 18 IDAHO 
December 22 @ Milwaukee 
December 30 CHICAGO STATE 
January 2 AKRON 
January 6 @ Miami 
January 9 @ Toledo 
January 13 BALL STATE 
January 16 @ Kent State  
January 20 BUFFALO 
January 23 TOLEDO 
January 27 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
January 30 @ Eastern Michigan 
February 3 @ Buffalo 
February 6 MIAMI 
February 10 OHIO 
February 13 @ Bowling Green 
February 17 @ Northern Illinois 
February 20 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
February 23 @ Ball State 
February 27 EASTERN MICHIGAN 
March 2 @ Central Michigan 
March 5-10 @ MAC Tournament 
# Puerto Rico Tipp Off Myrtle Beach, SC
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�������� �������� BALL STATE CARDINALS��
Head Coach:  James Whitford  
Arena:  Worthen Arena 
NCAA Tournament Record (last): 3-7 (2000) 
Overall Record:  21-12, 11-7 (Tied First in West) 
 
Roster  
Name CL Ht Wt PO Hometown 
Jeremie Tyler Sr 6-2 172 G Indianapolis, IN 
Sean Sellers Sr 6-6 216 G Greensburg, IN 
Francis Kiapway Sr 6-3 195 G Hamilton, Ontario 
Jontrell Walker  Jr 6-1 182 G Aurora, IL 
Tayler Persons  Jr 6-3 220 G Kokomo, IN 
K.J.Walton * Jr 6-3 200 G Indianapolis, IN 
Trey Moses Jr 6-9 245 F Louisville, KY 
Tahjai Teague So 6-8 218 F Indianapolis, IN 
Josh Thompson So 6-1 201 G Indianapolis, IN 
Kyle Mallers So 6-7 225 F Fort Wayne, IN 
Brachen Hazen * So 6-8 195 F Fort Wayne, IN 
Ishmael El-Amin Fr 6-4 175 G Minnetonka, MN 
Blake Huggins Fr 6-10 230 C Troy, TN 
Zach Gunn Fr 6-6 200 F Fishers, IN 
*  Will sit out the 2017-18 season due to NCAA transfer rules 
 
Returning player statistics  
Name Gms Minutes Pts Rbs Ast Stls Blks FG% FT% 3 P% 
Tayler Persons 34 29.0 15.5 3.9 4.9 1.3 0.1 .479 .763 .419 
Trey Moses 33 27.3 9.2 8.3 2.3 0.4 1.1 .561 .529 1.000 
Sean Sellers 34 25.4 8.6 2.8 1.3 0.5 0.4 .433 .760 .415 
Jeremie Tyler 20 19.8 8.5 1.5 1.0 1.0 0.2 .452 .920 .369 
Francis Kiapway 34 24.8 8.1 1.6 1.1 0.4 0.1 .353 .780 .347 
Tahjai Teague 33 19.0 7.3 5.8 0.8 1.2 0.9 .505 .603 .410 
Kyle Mallers 34 11.2 2.2 1.6 0.5 0.2 0.2 .310 .750 .346 
Josh Thompson  4 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 .000 .000 .000 
 
Key off-season losses  
Player Position  
DouDou Gueye Center Graduation 
Ryan Weber  Forward Graduation 
Franko House Forward Graduation 
Kaleb Mallory Guard Graduation 
Zach Hollywood Forward Passed away 
 
Key off-season additions  
Player Position Arrives as 
Ishmael El-Amin Point Guard Freshman 
Blake Huggins Center Freshman  
Zach Gunn Forward Freshman 
K.J. Walton Guard Transfer from Missouri 
Brachen Hazen Small Forward Transfer from Arkansas 
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Overview 
  
 The Cardinals are looking to be the elite program 
in the league once again. After a brutal stretch before 
Coach Whitford arrived, the Cardinals have put up back to 
back 21 win seasons. He will need to replace two critical 
pieces in the rotation. But Whitford has an experienced 
team and a lot of quality depth to shoot past the 21 win 
mark this season. He has seven former Indiana High 
School All-Stars on his roster. The Cardinals may be the 
best shooting team in the league and it may not be close 
this season.  
 
Projected Starting Lineup 
G Taylor Persons 
G Francis Kiapway 
F Sean Sellers 
F Tahjai Teague 
F Trey Moses 
 

Back Court 
 
 Fiery and vocal point guard Taylor Persons lived 
up to expectations. He led the team at 29 minutes per 
game, scoring at 15.5 points, and assists with 4.9. He is an 
extremely efficient shooter from the floor who uses his 
strong frame to get to the basket. He uses his 220 pounds 
to get separation for his nice pull up mid-range game. His 
biggest area of improvement from his freshman season at 
Northern Kentucky was his three-point shooting. He 
improved from 18.5% to 41.9% last season. He made 44 
on the season. He pushes the ball well in transition and he 
is willing to find the open spot up shooter. He has to do a 
better job taking care of the ball. If you pressure him he will 
play too fast, make poor decisions, get too loose with the 
ball. Defensively he uses his strength to play physical on 
his man. That leads to him coming up with a lot of steals.   
 
 The point guard position should be a big strength 
for the Cardinals this season and a big reason why is they 
get the services of Incarnate Word transfer Jontrell Walker. 
Walker earned the 2015 Southland Freshman of the Year. 
Walker is a better scorer than distributor but he is a solid 
ball handler. He has the ability to penetrate and score with 
a pull up or shoot the three off the dribble. He took a step 
back as a sophomore but in two years at I.W. he made 
35% of his three point attempts. He does a nice job 
defensively with nice anticipation and quick hands. He may 
be the best free throw shooting the in nation. He led the 
nation as a sophomore at a ridiculous 93.3%. They 
shouldn't lose any games down the stretch.   
 
 Jeremie Tyler has become less reliable as his 
career has continued on. He was down to a career low in 
minutes at 19.8 per game. One thing is for sure, he can flat 
out score if he could just keep his head in the game. He 
finished sixth on the team with 8.5 points per game but he 
played only 20 games. He is an efficient player who shot 
45.2% from the floor and 36.9% from three. He is super 
quick with the ball in his hands. He can get to the basket 
and has the ability to finish. He doesn't draw many fouls but 
he is a fantastic free throw shooter. He is one of the few 
creators on the team and is used when the Cardinals need 
to get a look late in the game. His role will likely be off the 
bench as a scoring threat.    

 
 Francis Kiapway took a step back as a junior. As a 
sophomore he was one of the best three-point shooters in 
the MAC. As a junior he dropped to 32nd in percentage 
and 20th in made threes. That said he continues to climb 
the Cardinals career three-point ladder. The same issues 
plague him that he simply disappears too often from game 
to game. If he can't find his game consistently he will 
continue to come off the bench.  
   
 Freshman Ishmael El-Amin is another top tier 
point guard prospect. Listed by ESPN as the 42nd best 
point guard in the nation and a 3 star prospect he is the son 
of former UCONN guard Khalid El-Amin. He pushes the 
ball well in transition and always makes the right play. In 
the half court he gets in to the paint where he uses a lot of 
floaters to score. He is a really good catch and shoot player 
from three. When he has the ball he will use a screen to get 
separation for a three. Defensively he is smart and uses his 
length to get in position to disrupt a lot of passes. He 
doubles down well poking at the ball. Another good  young 
prospect on a team rich with backcourt talent.    
 
 K.J. Walton will sit out the 2017-18 season after 
transferring from Missouri. He played 63 games in two 
seasons with the Tigers. He will be an impact player next 
season.  
 

Front Court 
 
 Cardinals big man Trey Moses should be in line 
for a huge boost in touches and a bump in productivity. 
Moses was the most efficient player on the roster and 
without House inside, should be one the main post option. 
He is a solid offensive player with nice touch over either 
shoulder. He can step out a for a 15 foot jumper and should 
continue to develop from there. He is extremely dangerous 
in the post with his ability to pass the ball. He is one of the 
better passing big men in the MAC. He is a good rebounder 
and will be among the league leaders again. He does a 
nice job defensively inside. He isn't an intimidating rim 
protector but will block more than one per game. With a 
couple more shot attempts this season he should be a lock 
for double-figures and should challenge as a double-double 
candidate. If the Cardinals win the West it will have a lot to 
do with his success.   
 
 The Cardinals signed an outstanding center 
prospect with Blake Huggins. At 6'10" and 235 pounds he 
already has the size and strength to compete at this level. 
He is mobile for his size with the ability to run the floor and 
catch the ball on the run. He has quick agile feet on the 
block but his moves right now are limited. He can score 
over both shoulders with a little hook and he has shown 
nice touch around the basket so he should be able to 
develop quickly. He is pretty explosive off the floor when he 
is going to the basket. He averaged 15.4 points, 8.1 
rebounds, and 3.1 blocks as a senior. Defensively he is 
quick enough to hedge and recover and he will protect the 
rim pretty well. He could have a significant role on the team 
if he can hold his own early on the glass.  
 
 Senior forward Sean Sellers hasn't been able to 
duplicate his freshman season due mostly to inconsistency. 
He has to figure out how to consistently impact a game in 
his last go around. When he is open he is one of the 
league's top three-point shooters. He finished 5th in three-
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point percentage in the conference at 41.5%. His 68 made 
three-pointers were 13th in the league. When he is feeling 
it he is more than a shooter. He can put the ball on the floor 
and get to the basket if you shoot too hard at him.  He 
makes the defense work hard by running the baseline and 
running off screens. He isn't much of a rebounder for his 
position. He isn't overly quick at the defensive end and can 
be beat to the basket but you won't outwork him. He 
hustles and plays hard every possession. With Ryan 
Weber graduated, he should be the main weapon at the 
three so his consistency will be critical.  
 

 
Sean Sellers photo by Joe Scalfaro 

 
There were times when redshirt sophomore Tahjai 

Teague was the best player on the floor. An example was 
his performance against Akron in their MAC Tournament 
loss. There isn't much Teague can't do and he should only 
get better. He knocked down 50.5% from the field and 41% 
from three. He is capable of putting the ball down and 
driving to the basket. He is more of a straight line driver at 
this point of his career but should develop into more as he 
matures and gains experience. He finished third on the 
team in rebounding at 5.8 per game and swatted just under 
one shot per game. But he had 2 or more blocks nine times 
last season. He's mobile enough and athletic enough to 
defend stretch fours away from the basket. His minutes 
should go up a bit with the loss of House and he could be 
in line for the starting role.    
 
 Kyle Mallers got good experience as a freshman 
seeing action in 34 games and playing in 11.2 minutes per. 
As a freshman he was basically just a three-point shooter. 

Most of his attempts and makes were from behind the arc. 
He was solid from behind the arc knocking down a solid 
34.6%. He lost a lot of minutes in mid season before 
getting back in the rotation. When he saw minutes he did a 
nice job on the glass. He grabbed a season high 7 against 
Ohio in 18 minutes. He overcomes a lack of quickness and 
athleticism with a high IQ. He will need to get better with 
the ball and using his dribble to get his shot off. But overall, 
he will be a nice weapon spotting up with the guards able 
to create shots for him. 

 
 Freshman Zach Gunn is the sixth Indiana all-star 
to join the Cardinals roster. Gunn is an excellent shooter to 
add to the collection of snipers. As a senior he averaged 
21.1 points and 8.5 rebounds. He ended his high school 
career as the all-time leader in points (1,660) and rebounds 
(791).  
 
 Brachen Hazen transfers from Arkansas and will 
sit out the 2017-18 season. The 6'8" forward will make an 
impact the next three years for the Cardinals.   
 

Defense  
 
 Tempo of the game led to the Cardinals finishing 
ninth in points per game at 75.5. They were better than that 
defensively however making it difficult for teams to convert. 
They were third allowing teams to knock down 42.2% on 
the season. They are physical on the ball which helps 
overcome the lack of a big time shot blocker. There is 
potential this season to improve at the rim but it hasn't been 
proven. They fell off significantly from two seasons ago 
defending the perimeter. They finished 10th in the league 
allowing 35.6% from three. They were a good defensive 
rebounding team. They lose House who was second on the 
team in defensive rebounds but will get bigger at the 
position and there is potential to improve their rebounding. 
They improved slightly from the prior season in turning over 
their opponent and finished sixth in the league with 6 steals 
per game. This is a roster built on offensively skilled 
players. They are smart defenders who give effort. Their 
effectiveness on the defensive end of the floor will 
determine how far they can go in March.   
  

Offense 
   
 The Cardinals were fantastic offensively last 
season. They were second in the league in points per 
game at 78.7. The entire roster is skilled at this end of the 
floor. They are efficient from all levels on the floor. They 
finished third in FG% at 46.1%. They knocked down 71.8% 
from the line and 37.9% from three good for fourth and 
second respectively. They do a great job of moving without 
the ball, making the extra pass, and penetrating and 
finished second in the league in assists with 15.6 per 
game. Seven players averaged one or more assists per 
game. The ball moves and gets kicked out for a lot of three. 
They finished third in makes on the season with 319. One 
area they need to improve in is turnovers. They were 11th 
in turnover margin on the season and led the league in total 
turnovers.  Expect the offense to remain potent and the ball 
handling to improve with the offseason additions.  
  

Outlook 
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 This team is stacked on the offensive end of the 
floor. Coach Whitford has done a great job recruiting 
making this one of the deepest teams in the league. They 
will be in the hunt for the West and have to be considered 
one of the favorites to win it all. The success of the season 
will come down to the defensive end of the floor and 
whether they can take care of the ball in critical situations. I 
would expect this team to be in the final four in Cleveland. 
Anything less would be a disappointment.  
 
Second in the West 
 

Ball State  
2017-2018 Schedule  

Home Games in ALL CAPS  
 
DATE OPPONENT 
November 10 @ Dayton 
November 15 @ Oklahoma ^ 
November 17 STONY BROOK ^ 
November 19 @ Oregon ^ 
November 22 @ Bucknell ^ 
November 25 @ Indiana State 
November 28 OAKLAND CITY 
December 2 IUPUI 
December 5 @ Notre Dame 

December 9 VALPARAISO 
December 19 NORTH FLORIDA 
December 22 JACKSON STATE 
December 29 FLORIDA A&M 
January 2 EASTERN MICHIGAN 
January 6 BUFFALO 
January 9 @ Ohio 
January 13 @ Western Michigan 
January 16 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
January 20 @ Miami 
January 23 @ Kent State 
January 27 AKRON 
January 30 @ Toledo 
February 3 @ Eastern Michigan 
February 6 BOWLING GREEN 
February 10 KENT STATE 
February 13 @ Akron 
February 17 TOLEDO 
February 20 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
February 23 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
February 27 @ Central Michigan 
March 2 @ Northern Illinois 
March 5-10 @ MAC Tournament 
^ PK80 - Phil Knight Invitational 
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������TOLEDO ROCKETS ��������
 
Head Coach:  Tod Kowalczyk 
Arena:  Savage Arena 
NCAA Tournament Record (last):  1-4 (1980) 
Overall Record:  17-16, 9-9 (Third in West) 
 
Roster  
Name CL Ht Wt PO Hometown  
Tre’Shaun Fletcher  Sr 6-7 205 F Wilmar, AR 
Taylor Adway Jr 6-9 215 F Hazel Crest, IL 
Jaelan Sanford Jr 6-4 195 G Evansville, IN 
Nate Navigato Jr 6-8 215 F Geneva, IL 
Justin Roberts So 5-10 170 G Lawrence, KS 
Matt Schaffer So 6-1 180 G Sylvania, OH 
Luke Knapke So-R 6-11 235 C Maria Stein, OH 
Willie Jackson So 6-6 212 F Cleveland, OH 
Spencer Littleson * So 6-4 195 G Rochester Hills, MI 
James Gordon IV Fr-R 6-5 215 F Shelbyville, KY 
Logan Hill Fr 6-7 205 F Massillon, OH 
Dylan Alderson Fr 6-5 200 G Clarkston, MI 
Marreon Jackson Fr 6-0 170 G Cleveland, OH 
Dwayne Rose Jr Fr 6-3 185 G Crete, IL 
* Will sit out the 2017-18 due to NCAA Transfer rules.  
 
Returning player statistics  
Name Gms Minutes Pts Rbs Ast Stls Blks FG% FT% 3 P% 
Jaelan Sanford 34 35.9 13.6 2.1 3.1 0.7 0.5 .455 .726 .392 
Nate Navigato 34 27.8 9.5 2.9 1.5 0.5 0.4 .402 .808 .408 
Luke Knapke 34 19.2 6.9 4.2 1.2 0.2 0.8 .586 .760 .500 
Taylor Adway 30 6.8 2.6 1.7 0.1 0.1 0.2 .537 .500 .000 
Justin Roberts 30 9.0 1.2 0.5 1.0 0.3 0.0 .382 .600 .348 
Matt Schaffer 8 1.9 0.8 0.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 .333 1.000 .500 

 
Key off-season losses  
Player Position  
Steve Taylor Jr  Forward Graduation 
Daniel Dzierzawski Guard Transferred to Kentucky Wesleyan 
Zach Garber Center Graduation 
Jonathan Williams Guard Graduation 
Jordan Lauf Guard Graduation 
Fred John Jr Forward Transferred to Saginaw Valley State 
Lucas Antunez Guard Transferred to Northeastern State (DII) 
 
Key off-season additions  
Player Position Arrives as 
Willie Jackson Guard Transfer from Missouri 
Dwayne Rose Guard Freshman 
Logan Hill Forward Freshman 
Marreon Jackson Guard Freshman 
Spencer Littleson Shooting Guard Transfer from Duquesne 
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Overview 
  
                The Rockets had a second straight down season 
for Kowalczyk’s standards. The roster sits again with a lot 
of unproven or inexperienced players outside of some of 
the starting lineup. So what the rotation will be and how 
effective it will be is up in the air. He is relying on two 
transfers to keep this program afloat and if they struggle 
they will be in trouble. If they are as good as hoped this is a 
program that should continue as one of the better in the 
West. The arrow is definitely trending downward for this 
program and Kowalczyk after a great start to his MAC 
tenure. He was brought here to bring championships for a 
program that hasn’t been to an NCAA since 1980. You 
wonder how long the lease will be if he doesn’t start putting 
title contending teams on the floor.    
 
Projected Starting Lineup 
G Jaelan Sanford 
G Willie Jackson 
F Tre’Shaun Fletcher 
F Nate Navigato 
F Luke Knapke 
 

Back Court 
 
Junior Jaelan Sanford is the team's leading 

returning scorer should be relied on to lead this team this 
season. He has done a really good job at the point guard 
position but he could be really dangerous if they can get 
him off the ball and allow someone else to be a playmaker. 
He has incredible range when he is on. He will pull the shot 
well behind the line. He knocked down nearly 40% from 
there making 65 of 166 attempts. He is sneaky quick to 
blow by his defender to get to the basket and he is strong 
enough to score through contact. He is a really good 
perimeter defender and a smart player who works at that 
end to shut down his opponent.   

 
Maybe the top Rocket recruit is guard Dwayne 

Rose Jr from Crete, Illinois. Rose, nephew of NBA star 
Derrick Rose, is a complete all-around player. He is 
excellent spotting up for the three. He has an explosive first 
step with the speed and bounce to get to the basket. He 
has the athleticism and strength to finish above the rim 
once he gets there. He isn’t a true point guard but he does 
a nice job of slipping a pass off to a teammate or kicking 
the ball out to a shooter. Defensively he is long and has 
quick hands. He can get up on the ball and disrupt the ball 
handler. He has a knack for poking the ball out and coming 
up with the steal. He should be able to defend both 
backcourt positions.   
  
 Justin Roberts is a stocky powerful point guard. 
He struggled at the rim a bit last season and his field goal 
percentage showed. He connected on only 38.2% of his 
attempts. But he has the combination of strength and 
quickness to get in the paint and get a shot off. With added 
experience he should improve slightly in the paint. He 
knocked down 34.8% from three on 23 shots. He really did 
a nice job taking care of the ball. In 30 games and 270 total 
minutes he turned the ball over only 12 times. He does a 
nice job distributing the ball. Despite limited minutes and 
being on the floor with a lot of good passers, he still had 7 
games of multiple assists. 

 
 The Rockets need more from the point guard 
position and freshman Marreon Jackson could help sooner 
than later. He sees the floor well and is always looking to 
create a shot for others. He can score when he has to with 
either by knocking down a three or getting to the basket. 
He is extremely quick with the ball with the ability to change 
directions quickly. He could be an excellent defender if he 
concentrates on that end of the floor. He comes up with a 
lot of steals always seeming to be in the passing lanes. 
Point guard play was a weakness for the Rockets last 
season. He could help bring a different look to the floor.  
 
 Spencer Littleson transfers into the Rockets from 
Duquesne. He will sit out the 2017-18 season and have 3 
years of eligibility remaining.  
 

Front Court 
 

The biggest addition to the roster is Missouri 
transfer Willie Jackson. Jackson played 11 games as a 
freshman at Missouri before deciding to transfer. In just 
under 17 minutes per game he averaged 5.9 points and 4.6 
rebounds. He works the baseline well and can really score 
around the basket. Whether it’s posting up, driving, or 
receiving a drop off. His consistency on his range is limited 
to about 15-17 feet but he can hit the occasional three. He 
has the ability to improve from three if he works on it. He is 
a good rebounder especially on the offensive end. You 
have to put a body on him or he will get a ton of tip ins. His 
anticipation, athleticism and jumping ability make him a 
pretty good shot blocker despite being only 6’6. He rejoins 
high school teammate Marreon Jackson. Jackson will be 
eligible following the fall semester and have three years of 
eligibility remaining. He may need a few games to shake off 
the rust but Jackson is a future all-conference player.  
 
 Colorado transfer Tre'Shaun Fletcher is eligible 
after sitting out last season. He was rated as a 4 star 
prospect by ESPN.com coming out of high school. Fletcher 
averaged 7.1 points, 2.4 rebounds, and 34.7% from three 
while starting 14 of 34 games played a junior at Colorado. 
He does a nice job getting to the basket but he doesn't 
draw a lot of fouls. The free throws he attempts, however, 
he makes. He will pull up a lot with mid-range shots and 
floaters when he drives. A higher percentage of his shots 
have come from the perimeter as he has matured. The lefty 
has a nice smooth stroke from behind the arc. If he can 
balance out his shots more and get aggressive he would be 
much more efficient from the field. He doesn't help much on 
the glass for his size and had a career high of 2.5 per game 
as a sophomore. He will defend well but not make a huge 
impact taking the ball away. If he gets the green light to 
shoot he could be looking at being one of the conference's 
top scorers.    
 
 Extra shots should open up for super sniper Nate 
Navigato. He shot better from three than from the field and 
he made more than twice the amount of threes as he did 
twos. His 69 made threes were a team best. He hasn't 
been a very good rebounder to this point in his career. He 
hasn't shown the willingness to attack the glass but he did 
do a slightly better job in the second half of last season 
than the first half. The Rockets lose their top three 
rebounders and top four of five. They will need him to be 
much more aggressive while he is on the floor. He isn't 
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much of a defender but he works hard and is a smart 
player so he makes play.  

 
Luke Knapke progressed nicely from the 

beginning of last season to the end. He is a long wiry 
player who can step out to the three point line and knock 
down shots. For the first half of the year he rarely took the 
three. He went 4 of 6 in his first 18 games. In his final 16 
games he knocked down 13 of 28. He isn't always strong 
enough to hold his position on the block but when he gets 
position he has nice touch over his shoulders. He is a good 
free throw shooter and he does a nice job getting inside 
and fighting around the rim. He can be over powered 
defensively but is a long presence making shots hard. He 
did a great job blocking shots down the stretch. Twenty of 
his twenty-seven blocks came in his final 21 games. With 
his skill set and size, if he puts on another 15 pounds he is 
going to be extremely difficult to defend. Unless the 
Rockets decide to go small, he is going to see a lot of 
minutes next season.  

 
 It's time for junior Taylor Adway to step up. He 
may be extremely critical for a team that has only one other 
player taller than 6'9". Adway is a skilled big man with nice 
touch around the basket. In limited minutes and attempts 
during his first two seasons he is a career 55.4% shooter 
from the field. He has been inconsistent on the glass and 
as a rim protector as well but there are times he has shown 
that he can be really good in both areas. A good example 
of his skill was the February 28th game against Ball State. 
In 13 minutes he scored 8 points on 3-4 with 5 boards and 
a block. If he can bring half of this production nightly it will 
be a huge boost to the Rockets frontcourt.    
 
 At 6'5" James Gordon is versatile enough to play 
inside and outside. He is a strong thick body on the wing. 
He has the ability to play with his back to the basket, put 
the ball on the floor and get to the basket, or spot up for a 
three. He is smooth with the ball in his hands. He isn't an 
explosive athlete but he knows how to beat an opponent 
whether it's off the dribble or to get a rebound. He could 
slide up and play a small ball four if needed. He handles 
the ball well and will make the right play on the floor.   
 
 Freshman Logan Hill is a bit undersized for a 
power forward but he brings athleticism and versatility to 
the position. He may be more valuable as a three than a 
four early on with his lack of bulk but his intelligence and 
ability to do the little things will help the Rockets. He is 
quick off the floor around the basket with the ability to slip 
through small openings to get his shot off. He works the 
baseline well and can make a team pay if he has a point 
guard who can get the ball to him. He will finish with power 
inside when he can jump off both feet. His shot is limited 
right now to around 17 feet but he hits it pretty consistently. 
Hill sees the floor well and has the skill to make the extra 
pass. He is a good shot blocker especially off the ball on 
help.   
 
Defense 
  
                This is the end of the floor that the Rockets 
usually fall short and it has cost them opportunities to win 
MAC titles. Last season was no exception. They gave up 
75.5 points per game last year which was tied for ninth in 
the league. Teams shot 46.1% against the Rockets on the 

season. They lack shot blockers and averaged under 3 per 
game with 2.7. Teams can attack inside too easily and 
there isn’t much help on the way with the new players. 
Their guards did a nice job on the perimeter defending the 
three and they led the league in three-point percentage at 
32.1%. They don’t do a good job taking the ball away and 
finished last in the conference in steals with 4.0 per game. 
They must do a better job in this area if they can’t stop 
guys from pounding the ball inside. They were a good 
defensive rebounding team but they lose their top three 
rebounders and roughly 23 per game. The Rockets are a 
team that won’t pull out a MAC Title until they focus on this 
end of the floor.  
 

Offense 
 

The side of the ball Coach Kowalczyk always 
seems to excel in is the offensive side of the ball. Last 
season was no exception. They finished 3rd in the league in 
points per game scoring 78.7. They are always extremely 
efficient. They led the league in field goal percentage by 
knocking down 48% of their attempts. They move without 
the ball and move the ball well as a team. They led the 
league in assists with 16.2 per game and were 23rd 
nationally. However, they lose their top two assists leaders 
per game and top two of three in total assists. They don’t 
go crazy taking the three but they do have a couple of the 
league’s top three point shooters. They finished as a top 
five team in the MAC knocking down 36.2% of their 
attempts. Last year’s team wasn’t as good as normal in 
turnovers. They lose their top two offenders in turnovers 
however so expect a bounce back this season. They are a 
solid free throw shooting team. Their percentage was drug 
down a bit by Taylor and now that he is gone, they should 
bounce back above 70% as a team.    
 

Outlook 
  
                The Rockets are a team that always seems to 
find their next star. So you can’t count them out even 
though you wonder where their production will come from. 
They operate so efficiently on the offensive end that you 
know they will be near the top of the league at that end of 
the floor. However, they are usually a one dimensional 
team and don’t do what they need to do defensively to 
make critical stops in big games. This just seems like 
another roster constructed to have their heart broken down 
the stretch of games. They will be fun to watch and they 
shouldn’t be run off the court often but expect something 
around .500 on the season overall.  
 
Third in the West 
 

Toledo Rockets  
2017-2018 Schedule  

Home Games in ALL CAPS  
�
DATE OPPONENT 
November 11 SAINT JOSEPH'S 
November 14 OHIO NORTHERN 
November 18 OAKLAND # 
November 22 @ Syracuse # 
November 24 @ Cornell 
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November 28 @ Kansas # 
December 2 TEXAS SOUTHERN # 
December 6 @ Detroit Mercy 
December 9 MARSHALL 
December 16 WRIGHT STATE 
December 20 JACKSON STATE 
December 23 @ Cleveland State 
December 29 @ Penn 
January 2 @ Buffalo 
January 5 AKRON 
January 9 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
January 13 @ Central Michigan 
January 16 @ Ohio 
January 20 KENT STATE 
January 23 @ Western Michigan 

January 27 BOWLING GREEN 
January 30 BALL STATE 
February 3 @ Akron 
February 6 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
February 10 @ Miami 
February 13 OHIO 
February 17 @ Ball State 
February 20 @ Eastern Michigan 
February 24 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
February 27 @ Northern Illinois 
March 2 EASTERN MICHIGAN 
March 5-10 @ MAC Tournament 
# Hoophall Miami Invitational
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��������EASTERN MICHIGAN EAGLES��������
Head Coach:   Rob Murphy 
Arena:  Convocation Center 
NCAA Tournament Record (last):  3-4 (1998) 
Overall Record:  16-17, 7-11 (Tie Fourth in West) 
 
Roster  
Name CL Ht Wt PO Hometown 
Tim Bond Sr 6-7 160 G Baltimore, MD 
Paul Jackson Jr -R 6-1 175 G Stone Mountain, GA 
Elijah Minnie  Jr -R 6-9 200 F Pittsburgh, PA 
Terry Harris  Jr -R 6-6 215 F Dix Hills, NY 
James Thompson IV Jr 6-10 220 C Baton Rouge, LA 
Jordan Nobles Jr -R 6-9 195 F Canton, MI 
Isaiah Green Jr 6-7 200 F Southfield, MI 
Jalen Brown So 5-9 160 G Harper Woods, MI 
Ty Groce So-R 6-8 195 F Ypsilanti, MI 
Malik Ellison Fr 5-8 165 G Flint, MI 
Kevin McAdoo Fr 6-2 162 G West Bloomfield, MI 
Jorden Peterson Fr 6-4 175 G Detroit, MI 
Tariq Silver Fr 6-5 185 G Clarksville, TN 
Jalen King Fr 6-10 195 C Pasco, WA 
*  Will sit out the 2017-18 season due to NCAA Transfer rules 
 
Returning player statistics  
Name Gms Minutes Pts Rbs Ast Stls Blks FG% FT% 3 P% 
James Thompson IV 32 30.9 14.8 11.2 1.0 0.8 0.9 .574 .713 1.000 
Tim Bond 33 29.8 9.1 3.7 4.0 2.1 0.8 .423 .754 .317 
Jordan Nobles 33 21.0 4.6 3.3 0.9 0.7 0.7 .426 .731 .367 
Jalen Brown 18 3.9 0.6 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.0 .200 .500 .000 
 
Key off-season losses  
Player Position  
Raven Lee Guard  Graduation 
Willie Mangum Guard  Graduation 
Ty Toney Guard  Graduation 
Nick Madray Forward Transferred to Wagner 
Quaran Jones Forward Graduation 
Lamar Wooford-Humphrey Power Forward Transferred to Omaha 
Baylee Steele Center Transferred to Utah Valley 
 
Key off-season additions  
Player Position Arrives as 
Tariq Silver Shooting Guard Freshman 
Malik Ellison Point Guard Freshman 
Isaiah Green Forward JC Transfer from Lansing CC 
Kevin McAdoo Guard Freshman  
Jalen King Center Freshman 
Ty Groce Forward Freshman 
Jorden Peterson Guard Freshman  
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Overview 
 
 The Eagles have been consistently inconsistent 
under Murphy. So losing seven players from last seasons 
roster may not be terrible. Included in the losses were 
highly productive individuals but that may have been the 
problem. They have been good individually but they never 
really came together as a team. That leaves the program 
inexperienced with a ton of turnover. If history is an 
indication, the Eagles will be all over the board this season 
looking like an elite program at times and maybe the worst 
at others.   
  
Projected Starting Lineup 
G Paul Jackson 
G Tim Bond 
F Terry Harris 
F Elijah Minnie 
C James Thompson IV 
 

Back Court 

 
Tim Bond photo by Joe Scalfaro 
 
 This could be the season we see versatile Tim 
Bond break out. He has been one of the best defenders in 
the league throughout his career and was named to his 
second straight MAC All-Defensive Team. He led the MAC 
in steals for a second straight season. His 2.1 ranked 19th 
in Division I. His quickness and length on the perimeter is 
unmatched. He understands how to disrupt passes and 
shoot passing lanes. He has been one of the Eagles better 

playmakers as well. He led the team in assists at 4 per 
game and finished sixth in the league. But he has been 
overlooked as a scoring threat so far. He finished fifth on 
the team at 9.1 per game. He is at his best putting the ball 
on the floor and getting to the paint. He is a good pull up 
jump shooter once he gets separation. He hasn't really 
developed much from three. He is inconsistent and it’s a 
win for the defense if he takes one over driving. He is solid 
from the line and can close out games with the ball in his 
hands. 
 
 Transfer point-guard Paul Jackson is a nice 
addition to the roster. He is a pass first point-guard but he 
is extremely efficient when he looks for his shot. As a 
sophomore with Eastern Kentucky he averaged 27.2 
minutes per game scoring 7.1 points, and dishing out 5 
assists per game. He shot 45.1% from the field and 42.1% 
from three. He doesn’t take a ton of threes. Less than 2 per 
game. He likes to drive into the paint and slip the ball to a 
teammate. When he decides to shoot he likes to use little 
runners and floaters. He is not a very good free throw 
shooter which will hurt the team late in games if the ball is 
in his hands. He should be someone who can slide right in 
and help with his 54 career DI games under his belt. It 
wouldn’t be a surprise to see him move into the starting 
lineup if the offense runs smoother with him with the ball. 
 
 Freshman guard Tariq Silver is a long smooth 6'5" 
athlete. He knows how to score and can put points on the 
board from all areas. He has a nice fluid stroke from behind 
the arc and he is capable of putting the ball on the floor and 
getting to the rim. He is more of a straight line driver at this 
point and will need to work on getting separation against 
tough defenses. He likes to run the floor and score in 
transition. His length and athleticism will help at the top of 
the Eagles zone. As a senior he averaged 24 points, six 
rebounds, four assists, three steals, and two blocks.  
 
 Freshman point guard Malik Ellison comes from 
Flint, Michigan. His frame is small and he doesn't have 
great lift but he is quick and he has the ability to get space 
going to the basket. He is a solid three point shooter who 
will pull up whenever he get a crack of daylight. He will 
need to prove he can score at the rim against long athletes 
that he didn't have to consistently see in high school. When 
he drives he has the ability to drop the ball off to a 
teammate. As a senior he averaged 26.2 points, 5.1 
assists, and 4.2 steals. He is a winner who lead his teams 
to the Class C State Championships as a sophomore, 
junior, and senior. He is a three-time First Team all-state 
honoree. 
 
 The Detroit Free Press rated freshman guard 
Kevin McAdoo as the 18th best player in the state as a 
senior. He posted huge numbers as a senior of 25 points, 
five rebounds, and five assists per game. His strength is his 
outside shot. He can knock down the three from a couple 
feet behind the line. He has a little hitch in his shot which 
could cause a problem against longer quicker defenders. 
He has a nice high release however and high arching shot 
to compensate for the hitch. He has nice body control going 
to the basket and has nice vision to slip the ball to an open 
teammate. When he is scoring mode, he uses a lot of spins 
once he hits the paint. He has nice length at 6'2 and should 
be able to adjust to the division one size. 
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 Jalen Brown saw limited action as a freshman 
playing in 18 games and averaging 0.6 points and 0.3 
assists per game in just 3.9 minutes. He's a solid ball 
handler who can score when needed. He  
 
 Freshman Jorden Peterson is a preferred walk-on 
was a First Team All-PSL selection in 2016-17. He 
averaged 23.2 points, 4.7  assists, and 4.1 rebounds as a 
senior. He can step out and knock down the three which 
may be his strength early in his career. He is a good free 
throw shooter but with limited minutes he may not get many 
opportunities this season to show his skill.  
 

Front Court 
 

 
James Thompson IV photo by Joe Scalfaro 
 
 One of the top players in the league is big man 
James Thompson IV. The biggest issue with his game is he 
disappears at times throughout games and his teammates 
have ignored him too often. When they go to him he is a 
monster in the paint. He can score with a nice little hook 
shot and has a nice soft touch around the basket. He also 
finished second in the league in field goal percentage at 
57.4%. He has developed a nice mid-range jumper as a 
sophomore and showed that he may be able to eventually 
stretch out to the three. Few players in the country crash 
the offensive glass as well as Thompson where he does a 
ton of damage. He finished second in the nation pulling in 
4.8 offensive boards per game. He averaged a double-
double last season with 14.8 points and 11.2 rebounds and 
should duplicate that feat this season. His 11.2 boards 

were ranked sixth in the nation. He has nice hands and he 
gets off the floor in a hurry. He must get stronger to 
continue to improve defensively. He is a solid shot blocker 
but should be better. He gets pushed around inside a bit 
too much. With two more seasons he should be able to 
pick up more strength and weight. He will without a doubt 
be in the running for Player of the Year the next couple of 
seasons.    
 
 Transfer forward Elijah Minnie should provide a 
solid side kick to Thompson and give the Eagles one of the 
best interior defensive units in the league. If he can stay out 
of trouble and is willing to put effort on the floor. Both of 
which he didn't always do while at Robert Morris. He is long 
and fast. He runs the floor like a guard and can finish well 
above the rim. He is a solid rebounder but excels on the 
offensive glass. His shooting numbers crashed from his 
freshman to sophomore season but he is a floor spacer at 
6'9". For his career he converted on 36.4% of his 162 
three-point attempts. Defensively he can be fantastic. He 
has the athleticism and quickness to defend the three away 
from the basket and the leaping ability and shot blocking 
ability inside. His shot blocking presence inside should 
really make the zone tough to beat. 
 
 Terry Harris, the brother of NBA forward Tobias 
Harris, will be eligible this season after sitting out last 
season. He played just over one full season at Houston 
Baptist and never really broke out there. In his 9 games as 
a sophomore before his transfer he averaged 12.4 minutes, 
5.2 points, and 2.1 rebounds. He has a quick release on 
this three pointer, he just hasn't been able to convert it at 
the collegiate level. He is 7 of 31 for his career. He is a 
solid ball handler. He has a nice thick build he uses to 
power his way to the basket.  
 
 Jordan Nobles is finding his role with the Eagles. 
He finished fourth on the team in made threes and second 
in three-point percentage despite playing the sixth most 
minutes. Just before starting conference play he looked like 
he was going to make a huge impact. But once conference 
play started his scoring slowed way down. He scores well 
around the basket but struggles against stronger bigger 
opponents. As he gets stronger and more comfortable he 
should be even better from three. He does a nice job on the 
glass when his minutes are consistent. He is a solid shot 
blocker as well who is capable of having big games 
protecting the rim. The Eagles will have a lot of length and 
athleticism when Nobles is playing alongside Thompson 
and Minnie. He should battle for minutes at both forward 
spots this season.   
 
 Junior college transfer Isaiah Green is an athletic 
player who finishes with power above the rim. He's not 
much of a ball handler or creator. He has nice hands and 
will catch the ball in traffic. Once he elevates it's hard to 
stop him from flushing the ball. He can score a bit with his 
back to the basket but doesn't have a lot of moves. He 
won't take the three. He didn't attempt one three in two 
seasons at Lansing. Green is active on the glass and 
pulled down 13.5 last season. He works hard and is hard to 
hold off the offensive glass. On the defensive end he is a 
tremendous shot blocker. He swatted 4 per game last 
season for Lansing CC. Green was named a NJCAA DII 
All-American last season. His energy, rebounding, and shot 
blocking should earn him minutes. He has two seasons of 
eligibility for the Eagles.   
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 Ty Groce is a long athletic three man who plays 
well above the rim. He has the ability to handle, push, and 
finish with the ball. He has nice hands to catch the ball on 
the break and can finish with a lot of alley oops. He can put 
it on the floor every so often and get to the rim in the half 
court but it isn't his strength and he will need to work on his 
strength to finish through contact. He is solid behind the arc 
on either the catch or using a couple dribbles to get his 
rhythm. If he gets stronger he could be a solid rebounder 
who showed that ability in high school. He is a nice shot 
blocker with his anticipation and leaping. As a senior in 
high school he averaged 17.6 points, 11.7 rebounds, 4.4 
blocks, 3.4 steals, and 2.2 assists per game.  
 

Defense 
 
 The Eagles are a defensive minded unit and 
Coach Murphy would have it no other way. They lose a lot 
of perimeter flexibility and defense but return some critical 
pieces of the defense. When they play their zone, it helps 
cover up some weaknesses. The Eagles finished 4th in the 
nation in steals per game and had 4 players in the league's 
top 8 but they lose 3 of those players. Only Tim Bond, who 
led the league in steals per game, returns. The MAC isn't a 
league that has a dominant shot blocker and the Eagles 
are no exception. As a team they led the conference in 
blocks. They had 4 of the top 16 players in the league and 
none of them had more than 0.9 per game. They have 
some additions that could help make them by far the top 
shot blocking team again this season.  
 

Offense 
 
 For the second consecutive season the Eagles 
excelled at the offensive end of the floor. They finished 4th 
in the league points per game with 77.8. They finished 7th 
in FG% at 44.9% and 2nd in free throw percentage at 
72.5%. However, they lost over 50 points per game to 
graduation and return only 34% of their offense. This team 
played really well when  they worked the ball inside to 
Thompson but looked a little off when they forgot to go 
inside. They didn't take a ton of threes comparative to the 
league but they finished 7th overall shooting 34.3%. They 
move the ball well and finished fifth in the league in assists 
with 13.4 per game however they lose 3 of their top 4 in the 
rotation. A lot of pressure will be on the newcomers to keep 
them at the top of the league. As a team they weren't great 
on the offensive glass but Thompson is the best in the 
league individually. As a team they could make a nice jump 
this season with Minnie on the roster.  
 

Outlook 
 
 The Eagles have been dangerous at times under 
Murphy but overall they have been underachievers. Coach 

Murphy has one of the league's top players but a lot of 
question marks around him. They have to jell as a unit as 
well as find a suitable point guard in the rotation. That’s a 
lot to ask for during a season that two of the top teams in 
the conference are in the West. The Eagles could launch 
up to third in the West but I don't see them making up much 
higher than that. They will be a tough out in Cleveland with 
a team that has the length and athleticism to match up with 
most teams in the league.  
 
Fourth in the West 
 

Eastern Michigan Eagles  
2017-2018 Schedule  

Home Games in ALL CAPS  
�
DATE OPPONENT 
November 10 SPRING ARBOR 
November 12 MICHIGAN-DEARBORN 
November 16 ARKANSAS STATE # 
November 18 HOWARD # 
November 24 @ Indiana # 
November 26 @ South Florida # 
November 29 @ North Florida 
December 6 OAKLAND 
December 9 CENTRAL STATE 
December 16 @ Long Beach State 
December 22 @ Oakland 
December 27 @ Syracuse 
December 29 ROCHESTER COLLEGE 
January 2 @ Ball State 
January 6 BOWLING GREEN 
January 9 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
January 13 @ Northern Illinois 
January 16 AKRON 
January 20 OHIO 
January 23 @ Buffalo 
January 27 @ Miami 
January 30 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
February 3 BALL STATE 
February 6 @ Kent State 
February 10 @ Bowling Green 
February 13 MIAMI  
February 17 @ Central Michigan 
February 20 TOLEDO 
February 24 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
February 27 @ Western Michigan 
March 2 @ Toledo  
March 5-10 @ MAC Tournament 
# 2017 Hoosier Tipoff Classic 
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NORTHERN ILLINOIS HUSKIES 

Head Coach:  Mark Montgomery  
Arena:  NIU Convocation Center 
NCAA Tournament Record (last):  0-3 (1996) 
Overall Record:  15-17, 7-11 (Tie Fourth in West) 
 
Roster  
Name CL Ht Wt PO Hometown 

Andrew Zelis Sr-R 7-0 255 C Wheaton, IL 
Lacey James  Jr 6-9 235 F Grand Rapids, MI 
Jaylen Key Jr 6-8 230 F Milwaukee, WI 
Austin Pauga Jr 6-6 210 G Naperville, IL 
Jon Siu  Jr 6-5 195 G Hong Kong  
Levi Bradley Jr 6-7 210 F Milwaukee, WI 
Tommy Demogerontas Jr 6-7 210 F Orland Park, IL 
Dante Thorpe Jr 6-4 195 G Washington, DC 
Justin Thomas So 5-11 180 G Indianapolis, IN 
Eugene German So 6-0 175 G Gary, IN 
Noah McCarty So 6-7 210 F Rock Falls, IL 
Owen Hamilton Fr 6-11 265 C Prescott, WI 
Rod Henry-Hayes Fr 6-4 180 G Zion, IL 
Gairges Daow Fr 6-4 190 G Melbourne, Australia 
Marlo Brown Fr 6-5 200 F Southfield, MI 
Brennen Woods Fr 6-4 200 F Carpentersville, IL 
Brandon Danowski Fr 5-11 180 G Wilmette, IL 
*Must sit out the 2017-18 season due to NCAA Transfer rules     
 
Returning player statistics  
Name Gms Minutes Pts Rbs Ast Stls Blks FG% FT% 3 P% 

Eugene German 31 17.1 9.0 1.4 0.9 0.3 0.1 .472 .616 .281 
Levi Bradley 32 22.5 8.8 4.2 0.8 0.4 0.2 .411 .770 .250 
Jaylen Key 32 21.8 8.0 4.3 0.7 0.4 0.4 .488 .667 .464 
Justin Thomas 32 17.0 4.0 1.7 1.2 1.1 0.1 .470 .576 .059 
Austin Pauga 30 13.3 3.2 0.9 0.4 0.3 0.0 .372 .750 .359 
Noah McCarty 29 7.2 1.2 1.6 0.3 0.1 0.2 .375 .769 .000 
Jon Sui 4 1.3 0.8 0.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 .500 .000 1.000 
 
Key off-season losses  
Player   
Sean Damaska Center Graduation 
Dontel Highsmith Guard Transferred to Cleveland State 
Aaric Armstead Guard Graduation 
Marin Maric Center Transferred to DePaul 
Marshawn Wilson Guard Transferred to  
Laytwan Porter Guard Transferred to Langston University 
Nick Wagner Guard Transferred to Iowa Lakes CC 
 
Key off-season additions  
Player Position Arrives as 
Owen Hamilton Center Freshman 
Rod Henry-Hayes Guard Freshman 
Gairges Daow Guard Freshman 
Eugene "Marlo" Brown Small Forward Freshman 
Dante Thorpe Shooting Guard Transfer from Triton College 
Tommy Demogerontas Small Forward Transfer from Moraine Valley CC 
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Overview 
 
 The Huskies can't seem to carry over momentum 
from season to season and constantly need to reshuffle the 
roster. They lost four rotational players and five overall to 
transfer over the summer. Including their inside rock and 
leading scorer and rebounder Marin Maric. They return 
three highly experienced rotational players from a season 
ago but will be relying on a handful of newcomers to help 
make this a successful season. Coach Montgomery has 
implemented a solid defensive system and got his players 
to grind away season after season but he hasn't been able 
to get his programs offense to run efficiently from season to 
season. That’s what has held this team back more often 
than not. Montgomery has a solid and deep recruiting class 
that will both contribute immediately and in a few years if 
they stick around long enough to develop. 
  
Projected Starting Lineup 
G Eugene German 
G Dante Thorpe 
F Levi Bradley 
F Jaylen Key 
C Lacey James 
 

Back Court 
 
 By the end of the season there weren't many, if 
any, freshmen better than point-guard Eugene German. He 
was leading the way with Maric for the Huskies during the 
final 7 games. He was named to the MAC All-Freshman 
Team for his efforts. He came in with a scorers reputation 
and he lived up to the hype. Despite playing in 17 minutes 
per game he averaged 9 points per game. In the final 7 
games he averaged just over 16 points per game including 
three 20+ games. He will need to work on distributing the 
ball. He didn't record an assist in an amazing 16 games. He 
is aggressive going to the basket and he does a nice job 
drawing contact. He struggled from three last season but 
didn't take a lot during the season. Expect him to get better 
from behind the arc as he gets more comfortable. Expect 
him to use his late season success to spring into a fantastic 
sophomore season. 
 
 NJCAA Division II First Team All-American Dante 
Thorpe brings an efficient scorer and a lights out shooter 
from three. Last season with Triton College he averaged 
20.1 points in only 16.2 minutes per game while knocking 
down 56.6% from the field and 45.2% from three. He uses 
his dribble to get into the paint where he can hit a floater or 
pull up. He also uses his dribble well off the three-point line 
if you shoot too hard at him. When he decides to get to the 
basket he draws a lot of fouls and is pretty good from the 
free throw line. He isn't a great ball handler but is good 
enough to create a little for a teammate. At 6'4" he does a 
nice job on the defensive end, especially on the perimeter. 
Thorpe had 77 steals in 30 games last season. One a team 
that lacked efficiency on the offensive end of the floor, he 
should help boost the lineup immediately. Thorpe will have 
two years of eligibility remaining with the Huskies.   
 
 Junior Austin Pauga didn't shoot the ball like he 
did as a freshman but he still knocked down 35.9%. He is 
strictly a three-point shooter when he is on the floor. He 
only took 8 shots all season that weren't from three. When 
he sets his feet has is really good. Despite being 10th on 

the team in minutes per game he tied for the team lead in 
made threes with 28. He isn't much of a defender but he 
works hard. This is a team that struggles from the outside 
which makes Pauga valuable with likely a role on the team.  
    
 Sophomore Justin Thomas got some valuable 
experience and playing time last season. In 17 minutes per 
game he played 32 games making 17 starts. Thomas did a 
good job getting to the bakset and was efficient on limited 
attempts. He shot 47% from the field. However, he showed 
the ability to shoot the three in high school but didn't shoot 
it well as a freshman. He only shot .059 from three on 17 
attempts. He did do a nice job pressuring the ball and 
coming up with a take away. He ended up with 11 multi-
steal games.   

 
Rod Henry-Hayes is a 6'4" combo guard. He has 

the ability handle the ball and distribute as a lead guard. He 
also can move off the ball and knock down shots off the 
catch. With the ball in his hands, he is quick and can blow 
by his defender or create a shot for himself. The backcourt 
suffered significant losses in the offseason which should 
open some minutes for Henry-Hayes immediately.  

 
Gairges Daow brings some much need size and 

athleticism to the backcourt. He is from Melbourne, 
Australia but has played the last three seasons at Victory 
Rock Prep in Sarasota, Florida. He averaged 12.7 points, 
4.2 assists, and 3.8 rebounds. He runs the floor well in 
transition. He can put the ball on the floor to get to the rim 
in the half court or to create space for a mid range jumper. 
He does a good job of drawing fouls. He isn't much of a 
three-point shooter but he won't take a ton of them. He will 
need to develop more from the outside to make it at this 
level. He is a willing passer who makes the right play, not 
the flashy play. Defensively he is quick and long and has 
the ability to come up with a lot of turnovers. The defensive 
end is where he can make his biggest impact as a 
freshman.  
 
 Jon Sui saw action in four games last season. He 
is a fantastic shooter so there is a chance he could break 
into the rotation. He is at his best when he can set his feet 
but he can pull up off the dribble just a bit. With his height 
and lift on his shot it is hard to get a hand in his face. He 
rarely goes to the basket and will normally take a floater 
once he hits the paint.  

 
Freshman Brandon Danowski spent last season at 

Gateway Sports academy in Illinois. He averaged 17 points 
and 4 assists per game. He plays hard and brings a lot of 
energy to the floor. He is a fantastic three-point when he 
spots up. He is quick and can get to the basket. He could 
struggle a bit against length but may be able to set up his 
teammates when he drives.  

 

Front Court 
 The Huskies gain a big body up front now that 
Lacey James is eligible. He sat out last season after 
transferring from Rider after just 12 games. In those games 
he wasn't used much playing 5 minutes per and posting 1 
point and 1.1 rebound per game. He can hit the mid-range 
jumper or play facing the basket. He isn't a great ball 
handler but he can put it down three or four times to get 
from the three to the rim. He must work on his moves with 
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his back to the basket. He can be a load on the glass and if 
you challenge him at the rim he will send it back to you.    
 
 After a solid freshman campaign, maybe we 
expected too much for all the Huskies sophomores. Jaylen 
Key didn't exceed expectations but when looking back, his 
season wasn't awful and there is still hope he develops into 
an all-conference player. He was able to increase his 
efficiency across the board last season shooting 48.8% 
from the field, 46.4% from thee, and 66.7% from the line. 
His rebounds bumped up a bit from 3.6 to 4.3. His issue will 
be to overcome his inconsistency. There were too many 
games in a row of single digits and of 5 or less points. The 
same can be said of his productivity on the glass. He 
should never grab 2 or less boards in a game where he 
plays 20 plus minutes. When he catches the ball in the post 
he has a lot of nice moves he uses to score over his 
shoulder. He could be the primary option inside this season 
with the departure of Maric. He showed his ability to knock 
down the three by taking 28 and making 13 as a 
sophomore compared to taking just two as a freshman. 
Expect him to start taking more threes as he becomes 
more of a focal point in the offense.  
 

 
Jaylen Key photo by Joe Scalfaro 
 
 With more opportunities forward Levi Bradley's 
efficiency took a huge hit. He will need a big bounce back 
season as a junior. His field goal percentage went from 
49% to 41%. His three-point percentage went from 41% to 
25% while he made 6 less threes in his second season. He 
is the team's second leading scorer and top returning 
frontcourt player so they need him to show improvement. 

He has shown the ability to score from three and off the 
dribble. He has to get stronger to score inside. If he adds 
strength to his athletic frame, he will be a good scorer at 
this level. Adding strength will help him on the glass as 
well. He finished 4th on the team last season with 4.2 per 
game and is the second leading returner this season. 
Bradley should see a lot of minutes this season with 
minimal depth behind him.    
 

 
Levi Bradley photo by Joe Scalfaro 
 
 Forward Noah McCarty got some valuable 
experience as a freshman. He played in 29 games but his 
minutes took a hit as the season went on. He is a big body 
who looks much wider and bigger than his listed weight. He 
does a nice job playing with his back to the basket. He can 
pound it and back down his opponent or kick the ball out 
against a double team. When he is looking to score, he 
usually spins to get a shot over his left shoulder. He is a 
good rebounder who showed his ability to hit the glass 
early in the season before cooling off late in the season. 
Getting stronger is a must to maintain his effectiveness. He 
works hard defensively and he has just enough quickness 
to defend away from the basket and he is willing to play 
physical inside.  
 
 Coach Montgomery is excited about freshman 
center Owen Hamilton. Hamilton is a big presence in the 
middle with a ton of skill. Despite his size he is extremely 
agile. Hamilton can play inside with nice turnaround jumper 
spinning either way. He needs to turn and square up to this 
point and rarely uses a hook shot. He will need to develop 
either a hook or up and under at this level against bigger 
players. He is capable of stepping out and knocking down a 
three. His jumper is pretty consistent from all over the floor 
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and he can use a quick dribble to get his shot. He passes 
well out of the post. He isn't a great leaper but he rebounds 
well in his area and he stands tall as a shot blocker. He has 
the ability to be one of the better centers in the league in a 
couple years. As a freshman he could be critical in the 
rotation.  
 

JC Transfer Tommy Demogerontas brings 
versatility, size and athleticism to the roster. He can play 
multiple positions helping the team inside and outside. Last 
season at Moraine Valley he scored 17.3 points per game 
on 47.9% from the field, 36.9% from three, and 72.7% from 
the line. He is long and slender with tremendous strides 
running the floor. He has great hops and finishes well 
above the rim. He is intelligent and knows where to move 
on the floor and how to seal a man off to gain position. He 
cuts and moves well off the ball and is a tremendous 
offensive rebounder when you don’t find him on the shot. 
His length and quickness help him on the defensive end to 
deflect a ton of balls and grab rebounds. He pulled down 
6.8 per game last season. His motor makes it rare that 
someone beats him with effort.   
 
 Marlo Brown is a smooth lefty who can shoot the 
ball from the perimeter. Brown will put the ball on the floor 
and drive but he is more finesse than power. He likes to 
finish with floaters or reverses rather than draw contact. He 
has the ability to find an open teammate when he can get 
the shot off or in when he is in transition. He is a good 
rebounder who tracks the ball off the rim well.   
  
 Andrew Zelis tore his ACL in the preseason and 
didn't see any action in the 2016-17 season. Zelis is a big 
body in the paint who clogs up the lane and can protect the 
rim a little. He doesn't defend away from the basket very 
well and he needs to stay close to the paint to help the 
team. When he stays close he is solid on the glass. He isn't 
a huge threat offensively but he is efficient around the 
basket. In certain matchups he will be valuable. He can 
muscle around and he is a guy who won't kill you when he 
is on the floor.  
 
 Brennen Woods is a solid ball handler who knows 
how to score in the half court or in transition. He does most 
of the his damage in the paint whether it's on the drive or 
posting up. He does a nice job shooting the three when he 
gets a chance to set his feet. Defensively he is strong to 
keep guards out of the paint and he has quick hands to 
poke the ball away from his opponent. He averaged 19.7 
points, 10 rebounds, 2.6 assists, and 2.3 steals per game 
as a senior.   
 

Defense 
  
 The Huskies were once again one of the better 
defensive units in the league finishing second in points per 
game allowing only 70.7 per. But they were hit hard in the 
offseason with losses which will make that feat hard to 
duplicate.  The Huskies play a physical style at this end of 
the floor making it difficult for teams to convert on them. 
Teams converted on 43.5% which was 6th in the league. 
They perform at a high level with quickness, athleticism, 
and length. The defend  the perimeter well. They lacked 
shot blocking a season ago, finishing last in the league with 
2.5 per game, but they could be better this season. The 
additions of James, Hamilton and  the return of Zelis should 
help.  They lose one of the league's top defenders and a 

group of guys who took the ball away at a high level. They 
lose 4.8 of their 7.1 from last season. The Huskies are 
usually one of the better rebounding teams as well and last 
season was no exception. However they lost their top two 
rebounders and five of their top seven.  
 

Offense 
 
 Offensively the Huskies have struggled for years. 
They simply haven't been efficient and haven't been able to 
keep up in the scoring column. Some of that has to do with 
their slower pace but they finished 8th in the league in 
FG% last season. It gets worse from behind the arc where 
they knocked down only 31.2% which was 11th in the 
league. Luckily they hit the offensive glass well but they 
lose their top offensive rebounder in Maric who hauled in 
101. On a team with a lot of experienced guards, they 
finished 12th in the league in assists. The backcourt 
rotation will be significantly different with all the transfers.   
  

Outlook 
 
 Despite solid recruiting classes under 
Montgomery, they Huskies haven't been able to put 
together a string of successful seasons. Their lone 
successful season was in 2015-16 when they finished with 
a 21-12 overall record. The talent he is bringing in has 
either transferred or has yet to develop into a top tier MAC 
player. The roster has been overhauled again and Coach 
Montgomery will need to start showing sustained 
improvement. In a division that has a lot of rebuilding, 
contending isn't out of the question but they will need to be 
really good to contend with Western and Ball State.   
 
Fifth in the West  
 

Northern Illinois Huskies  
2017-2018 Schedule  

Home Games in ALL CAPS  
 

DATE OPPONENT 
November 10 ST. FRANCIS (ILL) 
November 14 GREEN BAY 
November 20 Penn # 
November 21 Florida Atlantic or Towson # 
November 22 TBD # 
November 26 ROCKFORD UNIVERSITY 
November 29 MILWAUKEE 
December 2 @ Chicago State 
December 4 @ Iowa State 
December 9 CENTRAL CONNECTICUT STATE 
December 18 @ Marquette 
December 21 UIC 
December 29 @ Iowa 
January 2 KENT STATE 
January 6 @ Ohio 
January 9 @ Bowling Green 
January 13 EASTERN MICHIGAN 
January 16 @ Buffalo 
January 20 @ Akron 
January 23 BOWLING GREEN 
January 27 @ Western Michigan 
January 30 @ Central Michigan 
February 3 MIAMI 
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February 6 @ Toledo 
February 10 BUFFALO 
February 13 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
February 17 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
February 20 @ Ball State 
February 24 @ Eastern Michigan 

February 27 TOLEDO 
March 2 BALL STATE 
March 5-10 @ MAC Tournament 
# Gulf Coast Showcase, Estero, Florida   
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��������CENTRAL MICHIGAN CHIPPEWAS��������
Head Coach:  Keno Davis  
Arena:  McGuirk Arena 
NCAA Tournament Record (last):  3-4 (2003) 
Overall Record:  16-16, 6-12 (Sixth in West) 
 
Roster  
Name CL Ht Wt PO Hometown 
Josh Kozinski Sr-R 6-4 185 G Edwardsburg, MI 
Luke Meyer Sr 6-11 220 F Addison, MI 
DaRohn Scott Sr 6-9 230 C Grand Rapids, MI 
John McCarty Sr 6-5 210 F Lake Orion, MI 
Cecil Williams Sr 6-6 210 F Columbia, MO 
Gavin Peppers Jr 6-2 190 G Brookeville, MD 
Corey Redman Jr 6-6 185 G Boyne City, MI 
Shawn Roundtree Jr 6-1 190 G Edwardsville, IL 
David DiLeo So 6-7 205 F Iowa City, IA 
Matty Smith So 5-11 180 G South Elgin, IL 
Kevin McKay So 6-4 210 G Warren, MI 
Innocent Nwoko Fr-R 6-11 225 C New Haven, MI 
A.J. Bullard Fr 6-9 190 F Houston, TX 
Matthew Beachler Fr 6-4 195 G Lowell, MI 
 
Returning player statistics  

Name Gms Minutes Pts Rbs Ast Stls Blks FG% FT% 3 P% 
David DiLeo 32 24.6 8.5 5.0 0.7 0.7 0.1 .385 .848 .376 
Cecil Williams 32 24.4 8.0 6.0 0.6 0.5 0.3 .478 .791 .438 
Josh Kozinski 32 30.3 7.2 3.2 0.6 1.2 0.1 .341 .571 .332 
Luke Meyer 32 18.7 5.8 4.8 0.5 0.4 1.1 .485 .826 .340 
DaRohn Scott 32 14.1 3.1 4.7 0.1 0.3 1.2 .690 .576 .000 
Kevin McKay 28 4.2 1.7 1.5 0.1 0.2 0.0 .667 .516 .000 
John McCarty 6 2.8 0.8 0.5 0.2 0.2 0.0 .333 .000 .250 
Matty Smith 32 4.0 0.6 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.0 .429 .400 .000 
 
Key off-season losses  
Player   
Blake Hibbitts Forward Graduation 
Braylon Rayson Guard Graduation 
Ellis Jefferson Guard Transferred to Clarendon College 
Marcus Keene Guard Entered NBA Draft 
Janeau Joubert Guard Transferred to Davenport (DII) 
Hunter Hale Guard Transferred to Grand Valley State 
 
Key off-season additions  

Player Position Arrives as 
A.J. Bullard Power Forward Freshman  
Matthew Beachler Shooting Guard Freshman 
Shawn Roundtree Point Guard JC Transfer  
Gavin Peppers Shooting Guard Senior transfer from Cleveland State 
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Overview 
 
 Hopefully you saw Marcus Keene and the 
amazing season he posted last season because he opted 
to leave early instead of following it up as a senior. That’s 
terrible news for Coach Davis, the team, the University, 
Chip fans, and MAC fans. Instead of being able to build 
pieces around him and moving up the standings, Davis is 
taking a huge hit to the roster that is irreplaceable this 
season. The team lost 8 games in a row to end the season 
and they have little to build on this season. The roster is 
odd with a lot of seniors but Davis will rely on 
underclassmen to lead the way. Davis did an outstanding 
job building the program when he took over but the last 
couple seasons have been rough and its difficult to see 
how this team is being designed for the coming seasons. 
It’s a huge season for some youngsters to step up and 
show they can lead this program. 
 
Projected Starting Lineup 
G Shawn Roundtree 
G Gavin Peppers 
F Cecil Williams 
F David DiLeo 
C Luke Meyer 
 

Back Court 

 
Josh Kozinski photo by Joe Scalfaro 
 
 Senior Josh Kozinski will need to take several 
steps forward to be a leader on this team offensively. After 
looking promising as one of the elite three-point shooters in 

the MAC his first couple seasons, he finally got the 
opportunity for big minutes and fell flat. His reputation of 
being elite from three produced a 33.2% clip which was 
38th among qualifiers. That was a huge step back for a one 
dimensional offensive player. After 4 years on campus he 
hasn't developed much offensive game outside of taking 
the three. He again only made 10 field goals inside the arc. 
He did finish 9th in the league in made threes with 69. He 
has a quick release and he will pull it well beyond the arc. 
He just needs to get under control and take better shots. 
He will give good effort on the defensive end and he has a 
knack for coming up with the ball. He finished 18th in the 
MAC in steals per game with 1.2 per game. As the third 
leading returning scorer coach Davis will rely on him early 
to help get the team out of the gate fast.   
 

Transfer Shawn Roundtree started his career at 
Missouri State before playing at Mineral Area College. 
While at Mineral they were ranked 9th in the National 
College Athletic Association while Roundtree earned All-
Region honors and All-Missouri Community College 
Athletic Conference First Team. Roundtree is an efficient 
offensive player. He shot 50% from the field, 38.8% from 
three, and 77.2% from the line. He is really good sliding 
through the defense and getting to the basket. He is a good 
distributor once he gets in the paint. He takes care of the 
ball and won’t make silly plays. Roundtree will be in line for 
point-guard minutes. He and Peppers will make a nice duo 
in the lineup together.   
 

Gavin Peppers transfer in from Cleveland State 
and will immediately be eligible and have two years of 
eligibility left. He did not play last season at Cleveland 
State as he sat out with a medical redshirt. Prior to 
Cleveland State he played at both Laramie County CC and 
Olympic College. Peppers is a good three-point shooter 
and he takes a lot. He made 74 of 202 at Laramie. He isn’t 
very efficient from inside the arc if you can run him off the 
line. But when he drives he is able to draw a lot of fouls and 
he is a fantastic free throw shooter. He takes care of the 
ball while being a solid distributor. He does a nice job 
defensively especially taking the ball away.   
 
 Corey Redman redshirted last season with a lack 
of minutes available. Redman is another big time shooter 
from three. Shooting the three is Redman's main strength 
and he showed very little offensive game outside of the 
three as a freshman in limited minutes. He has nice size in 
the backcourt and has at times helped on the glass. With a 
season to get stronger he could be much better this season 
on the glass.   
 

Point guard Matty Smith will challenge for a huge 
bump in minutes with Peppers and Roundtree. Last season 
with as good as Marcus Keene was it was just too hard to 
get on the floor. Smith played in 32 games but only saw 4 
minutes per. He has a strong stocky frame to handle the 
physical style of the MAC. He likes to initiate the contact 
when he drives to the basket. He uses his bulk to get 
separation to make up for his lack of height. Once he gets 
you off balance he will use floaters in the paint to do his 
damage. He is more of a scorer than a distributor but in his 
limited action last season he did a nice job getting others 
involved. He will need to find a balance this season and 
make others better. The Chips lost 8.1 of their 11.7 team 
assists.   
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 As expected Kevin McKay didn't see many 
minutes as a freshman but he did see action in 28 games 
overall off the bench. He is an efficient player around the 
basket. He can put it on the floor and get to the rim. Even 
though his minutes were limited he didn’t attempt one three 
on the season. That was an area he needed to improve 
coming into college. Out of conference when he received 
minutes he was a fantastic rebounder. He is aggressive, 
understands how to get position, and is strong enough to 
hold his ground. He is a weak free throw shooter and will 
be a liability from the line if his percentage doesn't improve 
with opportunities. A lot of minutes should be up for grabs 
and McKay should be in line for them.   
 
 Freshman shooting guard  Matt Beachler like all of 
the Chips is a fantastic three-point shooter. He has NBA 
range and is willing to pull it from there if you don't jump out 
on him. He is more of a scorer than just a shooter however. 
He is a decent ball handler and he is capable of getting his 
own shot. He plays hard and is not afraid to drive to the 
basket. He is a slick passer when he sees an open 
teammate.   
 

Front Court 
 

 
Luke Meyer photo by Joe Scalfaro 
 

For three seasons Luke Meyer has teased that he 
was ready to break out. After playing 21.4 minutes per 
game as a sophomore and averaging 8.3 points per game 
it looked like his junior season would be when he stepped 
up. He went on to play in only 18.7 minutes per game and 
averaging 5.8 points per game. The scoring had a lot to do 

with Keene and Rayson taking a tremendous amount of 
shots. The system isn’t ideal for a big man either. The 
biggest issue with his season was the decline in minutes. 
Will he bounce back and have a big senior season or have 
we seen the best he can be in this system? Meyer can 
score a bit inside with nice touch around the basket over 
both shoulders. His strength as a big man is his ability to 
shoot the jumper. He converted 18 of 53 threes for a 34% 
average. Even in a season where he statistically took a 
small step back he teased with his skill. His 11 point, 6 
rebound, 4 block, 2 steal game against Toledo is what he 
could do on a nightly basis. He finished fourth in blocks last 
season. If he played close to 30 minutes per night he would 
easily lead the league in blocks.       
 
 Maybe the Chip with the biggest upside this 
season is senior forward Cecil Williams. Williams had a 
really solid season as a junior finishing fourth on the team 
in scoring at 8.0 per game but was fifth in shot attempts 
taking a whopping 541 shots less than Marcus Keene. Add 
in Rayson's shots and there are 1,249 shots up for grabs 
this season. As efficient as Williams is, you would think he 
will get a nice bulk of those attempts and is a good bet to 
double his scoring output this season. His lines last season 
were .478/.791/.438 while leading the team in rebounds at 
6 per game. He is an aggressive player who knows how to 
draw contact around the basket. He took 115 free throws 
which was third on the team. He does a nice job on the ball 
but won't take the ball away much.   
 
 Sophomore forward David DiLeo had an 
outstanding freshman campaign. Unfortunately he ran out 
of steam in the second half of the season losing a lot of his 
effectiveness. He scored in double-figures in 12 of his first 
20 games. He hit double-figures only once in his final 12. 
He was pretty good and consistent on the glass all season 
and finished second on the team with 5 per game. He is a 
really good three point shooter and he moves well without 
the ball. He struggled late in the season but a season of 
conditioning should help him sustain his shot all season. 
He needs to defend better and won't provide much of a rim 
protector. He has to get a bit quicker to play the three or a 
bit stronger to defend the four.   
 
 Center DaRohn Scott is one of the stronger and 
more athletic big men in the league. He is one of the top 
rim protectors in the conference and he could be an elite 
rebounder with more minutes. His 14.1 minutes per game 
were a career high but still a bit too low for this team. 
Offensively he hasn't really developed any moves. He gets 
most of his buckets on hustle plays or by being around the 
rim and getting a slip off for a dunk. Every so often he can 
catch the ball on the block and if the double doesn't come 
he can take it over his shoulder.  
 
 Big man Innocent Nwoko redshirted last season 
and it may be just what he needed to gain some strength, 
refine his skills, and get ready for the division one game. 
He is extremely athletic, long, and he moves well for his 
size. Most of his baskets will some inside of ten feet and 
his moves are limited. He goes for the dunk almost 
exclusively in the paint. He is a good rebounder who gets 
off the floor quickly. He does a nice job passing out of the 
double team either to a cutter or spot up shooter. His 
strength is the defensive end. He can slide away from the 
paint and defend but he protects the rim as well as anyone 
in the league. If he can get on the floor for solid minutes he 
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will be among the league leaders. He may have trouble 
getting those minutes this season with Meyer, Scott, and 
DiLeo returning.  
 
 Freshman big man AJ Bullard could be a factor 
early in his career. He will need to prove he can physically 
handle the game at 6'9" and only 195 pounds. His three 
point shooting could really cause a  lot of matchup 
problems. He is really good in the pick and pop. He has 
NBA range on his three. He will use the threat of the three 
to put it on the floor to occasionally get to the basket.  
Bullard's father, Matt, played 11 seasons in the NBA 
winning two championships with the Houston Rockets.   
 
 

Defense 
 
                The Chips weren’t very good at this end of the 
floor. Like their offense, the defensive points per game 
were a huge gap from the rest of the league. They allowed 
87.7 per game which was 11 points per game worse than 
the next worst team. The Chips finished 9th in the league in 
defensive FG% allowing teams to convert 46% of their 
attempts. They were decent on the perimeter and that 
shouldn’t change much with the quickness and athleticism. 
Due to the smaller lineups they struggle on the glass. They 
have the size to play bigger more this season unless the 
new guards play above expectations again. They were a 
mid-level team in blocks but if they can play bigger, they 
have two of the better shot blockers in the conference. As a 
team, they don’t take the ball away enough, especially for 
the pace and number of possessions their opponents get. 
This is the end of the floor that has held the Chips back 
under Coach Davis. And it must be more of a focus point if 
they want to take the next step.   
 

Offense 
 

The Chips believe in letting it fly offensively. There 
isn’t a shot they consider a bad shot. How the offense pans 
out though is a little up in the air. They finished first in 
league in scoring and third nationally averaging 88.3 points 
per game. Gone from the team however is their top two 
scorers who averaged 51.2. They finished last in the 
league in field goal percentage at 42.4% and sixth in three 
point percentage at 35.8%. They took more threes than any 
team in the nation while finishing second in the nation in 
made threes per game. They may not lead the country 
again, but don’t expect to see the trend of shooting threes 
to stop. They were a fantastic free throw shooting team 
finishing third nationally at 79.1% but lose 452 of the teams 
762 attempts. They will need to move the ball more this 
season with the loss of Keene. The returners only 
averaged about 3 assists as a team last season. Minutes 
and shots will be up for grabs from day one. The first thing 
Coach Davis will need to identify is who his go to players 
will be this season. After that, expect to see a lot of threes 
and points again.   
 

Outlook 
 

The Chips are as high powered of an offensive 
team as there is in the country. They will need to figure out 
early who will step up and replace the lost productivity but 
Davis allows his players to play loose and make plays. 
They are a little too one dimensional to make a deep run in 
the conference. They have to be able to make critical stops 
and that hasn’t happened in the past and doesn’t look like 
this team is set up to be able to make that happen either. I 
see this team a lot like last season where they are in a lot 
of games and won’t be as bad as the record indicates. 
They will however seem to fall short in close games down 
the stretch from inefficient shooting to poor defense.    
 
Sixth in the West 
 

Central Michigan Chippewas  
2017-2018 Schedule  

Home Games in ALL CAPS  
 

DATE OPPONENT 
November 10 SIENA HEIGHTS 
November 13 @ Michigan 
November 18 EUREKA 
November 22 Sam Houston State # 
November 23 TBD # 
November 24 TBD # 
November 25 TBD # 
December 1 JACKSON STATE 
December 5 MONTANA STATE 
December 9 TENNESSEE TECH 
December 16 @ Southern Utah 
December 19 @ UMKC 
December 22 SIUE 
December 29 LAWRENCE TECH 
January 2 OHIO 
January 6 @ Kent State 
January 9 @ Eastern Michigan 
January 13 TOLEDO 
January 16 @ Ball State 
January 20 @ Bowling Green 
January 23 MIAMI 
January 27 KENT STATE 
January 30 NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
February 3 @ Ohio 
February 6 BUFFALO 
February 10 @ Akron 
February 13 @ Northern Illinois 
February 17 EASTERN MICHIGAN 
February 20 @ Western Michigan 
February 24 @ Toledo 
February 27 BALL STATE 
March 2 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
March 5-10 @ MAC Tournament 
# Great Alaska Shootout, Anchorage, Alaska 
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